Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 1

I Believe in the Bible (Revelation and Inspiration)

1. God has chosen to reveal Himself to us so that He can be known and establish a relationship with us.


2. The Bible is the record of God’s quest to make Himself known.


3. God sought Adam in the garden so that He could restore Adam’s relationship with his Creator.


4. Through revelation God bridges the gap between Himself and us.


5. The Bible is our most complete source of our knowledge about God.


6. General revelation of God may be seen in nature.


7. Special revelation shows God’s love for us; this revelation comes from the Bible.


8. Revelation means the Bible’s content originated with God.


9. Inspiration means “God breathed” and explains how the content of Scripture was communicated from God to us through human authors.


10. The Bible is God’s love letter to us.


11. The Bible is sufficient for life and practice.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 2
I Believe in the Bible (Trustworthy)

1. The Bible is entirely trustworthy.


2. The Bible is the infallible; it is a guide that is not deceitful or capricious.


3. The Bible is inerrant, totally truthful.


4. Archaeological evidence confirms the historical accuracy of Scripture.


5. Jesus regarded Scripture as trustworthy.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 3
I Believe in the Bible (Preservation)

1. Both the quantity and the quality of manuscripts of Scripture give us confidence in the faithful ________________________ of the Bible.


2. Among Hebrew texts of the Old Testament are the Dead Sea Scrolls.


3. No other book in ancient literature can compare with the New Testament in terms of documentary support.


4. The establishment of the books, which are considered to be authentically 
inspired and accepted as the Word of Go, is called canonization.


5. The Apocrypha, which means “hidden things,” contains books that shed valuable light on the period of time between the Old and New Testaments.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 4
I Believe in the Bible (Authority and Power)

1. The Bible has the power to transform a person’s life.


2. The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Bible’s writing, applies it to your hear and mind.


3. The Bible convicts, corrects, and trains in righteousness.


4. The Bible has a central theme and a consistent, continuous message.


5. No other book can compare with the Bible in terms of sales and influence.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 5
I Believe in God
1. History begins with God.


2. God is totally unique.


3. Our understanding of God affects our thinking.


4. We are created by God and accountable to Him.


5. In other religions people strive to get to God; the God who reveals Himself in 
Scripture comes to us.


6. The fundamental confession of faith called the Shema is “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” (Deut. 6:4).


7. The Old Testament understanding of God is the basis for everything the New Testament teaches.


8. Because God became flesh in Christ, we have a new level of intimacy in our relationship with God.


9. God is eternal and immense.


10. The most basic word to describe God is holy, connoting righteousness and purity.


11. God is love.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 6
I Believe in Jesus
1. God’s supreme revelation of Himself occurred when He sent Jesus to earth.


2. Jesus means “Yahweh is salvation.”


3. Christ means “anointed.”


4. Two Gospels record Jesus’ birth and infancy..


5. Jesus spent His boyhood in Nazareth.


6. Jesus is fully God; Jesus and God are one.


7. Jesus’ first public appearance was His baptism.


8. The descent of the dove at His baptism signified that He was anointed by God to be the Servant-Messiah.


9. Jesus’ miracles were mighty works of God.


10. Jesus’ words had authority because He was speaking from God.


11. Jesus’ primary theme was the kingdom of God.


12. Jesus died by crucifixion.


13. Jesus died to forgive our sins and to redeem lost people.


14. Jesus death was followed by His glorious resurrection.


15. Jesus will return in triumph.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 7
I Believe in the Holy Spirit
1. The Holy Spirit is the third persons of the Triune God.


2. The Holy Spirit was active in creation.


3. The Spirit is sometimes pictured as a mighty wind.


4. In the Old Testament the Spirit’s work is usually through an individual, sporadic, and temporary.


5. The New Testament opens with an outbreak of Spirit activity.


6. Jesus is the first man to be indwelt by the Spirit; he is the prototype of what it means to be Spirit filled.


7. The baptism of the Spirit occurs at the moment of salvation.


8. The Spirit indwells believers.


9. The Spirit gives assurance that we are God’s children.


10. The Spirit helps us in our weaknesses and intercedes for us in prayer.


11. Jesus told the disciples that when He went away He would send the Holy Spirit.


12. The book of Acts begins with the promise of the Spirit and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost.


13. ________ writes extensively about the Holy Spirit.


14. The Spirit produces the ______________________ of Christ in the lives of believers.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 8
I Believe in the Triune God
1. The Old Testaments teaches the oneness and uniqueness of God.


2. The New Testament confirms the monotheistic faith of the Old Testament but expands it to cover the coming of Jesus and the outpouring of the Hold Spirit.


3. At the baptism of Jesus, we first encounter the three persons of the triune God ministering at one moment.


4. The Spirit is the agent of God active in the continuing ministry of the Son.


5. The resurrected Lord commissioned His church to complete His work by making disciples of the nations.


6. We baptize in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.


7. God the Father is the only God there will ever be; God the Son is the only God 

we will ever see; God the Spirit is the only God living in me.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 9
I Believe in Creation
1. God created everything from nothing.


2. God called everything into being with intentionality and purpose.


3. When we observe the complex world, we are led to conclude that an 

intelligent Designer was at work.


4. The Designer who created the world is personal and moral.


5. The questions answered in the Genesis creation account are more concerned with who and why than with how and when.


6. God alone is infinite Creator.


7. God’s entire creation is good.


8. God created humans, male and female, in His own image.


9. God continues to care for His creation.


10. God alone establishes reality.


11. Creation witnesses to God’s existence and sovereignty.


12. Creation gives humans an important role as caretakers of the created world.


13. Creation provides the structure for family, church, and society.


14. The second coming of the Lord for judgment and redemption is based on a biblical view of creation.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 10
I Believe God Made Humans in His Image
1. We have the opportunity of relation to God and replicating at an earthly level the holy ways of God.


2. All human life is sacred, and each of us is created with purpose.


3. Each person is an integrated whole of body, soul, and spirit.


4. God’s image is shared equally by man and woman.


5. Our greatest relational need is to live in intimacy with our Creator.


6. We are rational, created with the ability to understand and respond to God.


7. We are responsible to fill the earth and subdue it.


8. We are God’s representatives on earth.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 11
I Believe the Fall of Man
1. The fall refers to the first sin of Adam and Eve.


2. The fall resulted in judgment on nature and humankind.


3. Sin and death gained entrance into the world through Adam.


4. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


5. The tempter in the story is a serpent, an instrument of Satan.


6. God promised that the seed of the woman will crush the head of the serpent, a prophecy of Christ’s later victory over Satan.


7. Sinfulness marks everyone from birth.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 12
I Believe in Redemption
1. Rebelling and sin resulted in separation from God.


2. Separation can be referred to as spiritual death.


3. When Adam sinned, he forfeited intimate communion with God.


4. God initiated the redemptive process to bridge the chasm Adam’s sin had caused.


5. The Day of Atonement was the most sacred holy day in Israel.


6. On the Day of Atonement the priest offered a goat as an offering.


7. The primary act of redemption in the Old Testament was the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt.


8. Redemption is the act of buying back that which formerly belonged to the purchaser.


9. Jesus is called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.


10. Christ offered Himself for the redemption sacrifice.


11. The death of Christ was sufficient for all people.


12. Christ’s atonement is sufficient for all but is effective only for those who have heard the gospel and believed.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 13
I Believe in God’s Call
1. A call can be a summons, an invitation, or a commissioning.


2. Our call to redemption implies both ownership and the invitation to 

kingdom activity.


3. The call to redemption can be seen in the invitation to the early disciples.


4. Ownership speaks of a covenant relationship.


5. We are called to salvation, given a name, and made heirs.


6. Ownership also involves a call to service.


7. When God determines to accomplish earthly activity, He issues a call which 

must be answered by a willing servant.


8. The call to the original disciples was not only the call to follow Christ; it 

was also the invitation to become fishers of men.


9. The call to redemption and the call to mission cannot be separated.


10. The Christian life in its entirety is a calling.


11. God has chosen to empower us and work through us.


12. The call to redemption and service is grounded in the grace of God.
Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 14
I Believe in the Virgin Birth
1. The virgin birth is the belief that Jesus was conceived by Mary by the miraculous, creative activity of God.


2. Matthew and Luke provide two witnesses to Jesus’ birth by miraculous conception.


3. God sent an angel to Joseph to tell him that Mary’s Son would be the Redeemer of the world.


4. The angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her she would give birth to a Son.


5. The virgin birth points to both Jesus’ humanity and His deity.


6. The creative power involved in the birth of Jesus gives us confidence that the same Spirit is at work in our new birth.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 15
I Believe in the Incarnation
1. The incarnation speaks of God’s becoming human.


2. Jesus was both divine and human.


3. The Gospel writers saw Jesus as fully human.


4.  Jesus experienced the same physical needs as other people.


5. Jesus had the capacity to sin, but He did not sin.


6. Jesus’ miracles and His power to forgive sin showed that He was divine.


7. Jesus frequently pointed to His oneness with God.


8. Jesus along was able to accomplish the mission of salvation because He alone was fully human and fully divine.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 16
I Believe in the Cross
1. The cross is the best-known Christian symbol.


2. Crucifixion was a painful, degrading form of capital punishment.


3. Jesus said that His death was a divine necessity.


4.  All of the Gospel writers told about the crucifixion.


5. Jesus’ death on the cross fulfilled Scripture.


6. Jesus’ death was on behalf of humankind; He was our subsitute.


7. Jesus’ death resulted in His resurrection, vindication, and exaltation by the Father.


8. The cross frees us from our sin.


9. The symbol of death is our emblem of true life.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 17
I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection of Christ
1. Nothing is more central to Christianity than the bodily resurrection of Jesus.


2. One evidence of the resurrection is the empty tomb.


3. Additional evidences are His appearances after the crucifixion the vitality of the early church.


4.  Jesus’ resurrection was a transformation of His original body.


5. Jesus now sits at the right hand of the Father where He makes 

intercession for believers.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 18
I Believe in the Ascension of Christ
1. The ascension of Christ refers to His going to heaven in bodily form.


2. Two angels told the people that Jesus had been taken into heaven and would return in the same manner.


3. Seeing Jesus’ ascension allowed the disciples to replace doubt with courage.


4.  The ascension assures believers that eternal life is their inheritance.


5. The exalted Christ is in charge of all that exists and all that happens.


6. The ascension enabled Jesus to prepare a heavenly place for His followers.


7. After the ascension Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to become His followers’ ever-present Helper.


8. Jesus empowers His church to express His fullness by giving spiritual gifts to His followers.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 19
I Believe in the Church
1. The church is a covenant community of born-again believers.


2. Church members meet together in fellowship to worship Christ.


3. A church works together to advance Christ’s kingdom to the ends of the earth.


4.  The Greek word for church means assembly.


5. Usually the word church in the New Testament refers to a local congregation, but it can also refer to all believers, the entire people of God.


6. Paul described the church as the body of Christ.


7. The church is marked by worship that demonstrates the lordship of Christ.


8. The Spirit manifests His power in the church by gifting all members for ministry.


Through His church we find our purpose and participate in His kingdom plan for the ages.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 20
I Believe in the Second Coming
1. Jesus’ return to earth will be visible, physical, personal, and triumphant.


2. His return will signal the end of history as we know it.


3. His return will usher in a new heaven and a new earth.


4.  Jesus warned His disciples that He would return.


5. No one knows when Jesus will return.


6. When Jesus returns, He will end history, raise the dead, and judge the world.


7. Those who belong to Christ at His return will see Him and be transformed into His image.


8. Knowing that He is coming again should motivate in us a wise, discerning stewardship of all the resources God has given us.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 21
I Believe in the Judgment

1. When Christ returns, all persons from all times will be raised from the dead 
and will stand before the judgment seat.


2. Each person will be required to give a personal account to God.


3. Our earthly response to God’s revelation will determine where we spend eternity.


4.  Judgment will be universal.


5. Works will provide the evidence.


6. A person’s works give evidence to the passion of his or her heart.


7. Judgment will take place before the great white throne.


8. Judgment will cause a final separation.


9. This final separation will reveal choices made in one’s lifetime.


10. Salvation and condemnation are based on one’s relationship or lack of a relationship with God.


11. Judgment is sure, serious, just, and inescapable.


12. The delay of His return is evident of His long-suffering grace.

Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 22
I Believe in Hell

1. Hell is the final destination of those who reject God’s offer of redemption in Christ.


2. In the New Testament hades refers to a place of torment as opposed to heaven.


3. The New Testament teaches that sin has consequences in this life that must be punished after death.


4.  Hell is unending.


5. Hell is a place of punishment.


6. Hell is the absence of God and all that is holy.


7. God does not will that any should perish.


8. Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels.


9. Hell will also be the final destination of those who reject the ______ of God.


Core Convictions

Listening Sheet 23
I Believe in Heaven

1. Heaven is the ultimate destination of God’s people.


2. Heaven is the dwelling place of God and His angels.


3. The heavenly reign of Christ enables the church to express God’s fullness in the world today.


4.  Heaven is where believers go at death to await the final resurrection.


5. At death we pass beyond the limitations of space and time to dwell in the presence of God.


6. The ultimate home of the believer is the new heaven and the new earth.


7. Believers will enjoy the continued minister of Christ as the Good Shepherd.


8. We will enjoy an unending celebration in heaven.


9. If you know Christ as Savior in this life, you will experience in heaven the 

unending joy of rest, service, worship, and fellowship not only with Christ but with the redeemed of all time.


