1. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 1 and 2 or plan to e-mail them to members.

2. Make copies of members daily guide for session 1 or plan to e-mail them to members.
Core Convictions
Leader Guide

About the Bible Study Author
Judi Hayes is a writer and editor. She and her husband, David, life in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee.
Introduction to the Study

Purpose: What Do You Believe?
Many Christians today would have a difficult time putting into words what they believe and why. In this first volume of Core Convictions (more will follow), Ken Hemphill explains core Christian beliefs in a very succinct style, making it easy for people to understand and to explore the biblical basis for each belief statement.


Christians can first explore these core beliefs individually or in a group setting. Most people benefit from the discussion in a group setting. Those who have experienced the study can then use this resource to talk with other believers about what they believe and why. Better yet, they can use what they’ve learned to help them as they share this resource with those who have not yet made the decision to follow Christ about what we believe and why.

Core Convictions offers an exciting opportunity to explore basic beliefs. In a group setting members can share what they believe and the source of those beliefs, exploring what the Bible says, and learning to articulate their core beliefs. So much content is contained in each statement that you’ll have much to explore in the time allowed for your small group or Sunday School class.

Time Frame

In Core Convictions, Ken Hemphill looks at twenty-three Christian beliefs. This study guide is a thirteen-week plan for studying this book. Three sessions look at one belief statement. The other ten sessions explore two related beliefs each week.


Although there is more than enough material to spend even more than thirteen weeks on it, some groups may choose to study it in six or seven weeks. You can do this by combining sessions of this study guide. Here’s an outline you can consider:


Week 1

Sessions 1–2


Week 2

Sessions 3–5


Week 3

Session 6


Week 4

Sessions 7–8


Week 5

Session 9


Week 6

Sessions 10–11


Week 7

Sessions 12–13

Member’s Guide

In addition to this Leader’s Guide, you’ll also find an online document for members. It has a thirteen-week plan to read the twenty-three beliefs, to read some of the Scriptures mentioned, and to answer a few reflective questions. Consider options about using this member resource.


• You can print the entire document and photocopy it for each participant and give it to them at the beginning of the study.


• You can print it and give it to members week by week.


• You can send members an e-mail at the beginning of each week with the reading assignment and questions for that week.


• You can direct members to download the member document.


Whichever process you choose, stay in touch with your members throughout the thirteen weeks. Encourage them to explore in-depth the answers to any questions they have, keeping in mind that the Bible is our source of all beliefs and convictions. 


If you choose to study the book in seven sessions, give students the relevant weeks for each study period and direct them to study the adjusted number of days. Each days’ reflection is short so completing more than one per day will not be difficult if this is what you decide to do.

Scripture Memorization 

Each chapter of Core Convictions suggests one verse to memorize. Some of them will already be familiar to participants. Each is relevant to the belief and will help participants remember what they have studied. Memorization is mentioned in each session and in member’s daily study. You’ll also find reproducible sheets with all the Scripture verses on them. You can provide these for participants at the beginning of the study or in each week’s session.


You can set the example by memorizing these verses. Just think, at the end of this study, you and those in your group, will have memorized 23 verses of Scripture!

Listening Sheets

You’ll find listening sheets for each chapter of the book as a free download. You can use these in several ways:

• Let them serve as a guide to ensure you cover these important points.

• Substitute an opening activity with a search-and-find activity to fill in the blanks.

• Use them as a review at the end of every session.

• Send them in an e-mail to participants along with members daily activity sheets, even if you used them in class.

• Use them in corporate worship if you preach this series, on Wednesday night if you teach this series by lecture, or in large-group Bible study.

Session 1

Core Convictions Chapters 1–2

I Believe in the Bible (revelation and Inspiration)

I Believe in the Bible (trustworthy)
Before the Session
3. Make a name tag for yourself. Provide pens or felt-tip markers and name tags for participants.

4. Read the first four chapters of Core Convictions because, even though you will study only the first two chapters this week, all four are about the Bible. If you read chapters 3 and 4 in advance, you’ll be prepared for any questions that may arise regarding content that will be covered in the next session. Read the “During this Session” section of this leader’s guide to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in the two chapters.

5. In advance order copies of Core Convictions for all participants, plus any additional material you choose to use as outlined in the “During this Session” section.

6. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

7. If possible, contact participants in advance and tell them about this exciting new study. Remind them to bring their Bibles to every session.

8. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 1 and 2 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 1 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, introduce yourself and ask them to pick up a name tag and book. Direct participants to gather in small groups of three or four and to tell about a Bible they treasure and what’s special about it. 

2. Begin the session by welcoming participants. Invite a few volunteers to tell about a special Bible. 
3. Share this story. In the May 2010 flood in Nashville, one teenage girl, given minutes to put what she could in her backpack before fleeing the rising waters, went back to get her Bible. When faced with what she didn’t want to lose, that was her most important treasure. Ask, How important is your Bible to you?

4. Lead in prayer, thanking God for His written Word.

5. Provide a brief overview of the Core Convictions. Explain that during each session you will be exploring basic beliefs of the Christian faith. This week and next week will focus on basic beliefs about the Bible. This week relates to revelation and inspiration (belief 1) and the Bible as trustworthy (belief 2). 
6. Read this statement from chapter 1: “A central teaching of Christianity is that God has chosen to reveal Himself to man—that He can be personally known, that He establishes relationship with us.” Lead a discussion of the significance of this statement. Then ask, In what ways does God reveal Himself to people? (Allow responses.) 

7. Ask, Why is the Bible the most dependable revelation of who God is? What does the Bible reveal about God? List responses. Add any concepts from chapter 1 that participants do not state.

8. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Timothy 3:16. Lead a discussion about the importance of the biblical writers’ being led by the Holy Spirit in their writing.

9. Turn to the concept in chapter 2 of the trustworthiness of the Bible. Write the words inerrant and infallible on the board. Briefly explain these terms and how they are used to characterize the Bible. Include in your mini-lecture answers to the two questions in the chapter: “If God desired to reveal Himself to man, would He reveal Himself in a totally accurate (inerrant) and reliable (infallible) way?” and “Could God protect and preserve a perfect revelation of Himself to mankind?” 

10. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 16:17. Share this brief story. When Walter Brueggemann, an Old Testament scholar, theologian, and author, reads Scripture aloud in worship, he often says after the reading, “These words are true. You can trust them.” 

11. Review listening sheets.

12. Pray, thanking God that we can read His Word with great confidence in its value and in His love for us.

13. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about the first two chapters of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 3 and 4. Invite members to bring a special Bible and display it during the next session.
Session 2
Core Convictions Chapters 3–4

I Believe in the Bible (preservation)

I Believe in the Bible (authority and power)
Before the Session
1. Unless everyone in the group knows one another, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Review chapters 3–4 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in the two chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions for all participants, including any new people who will come for this session.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 1, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. Remind members to bring a special Bible.

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Set up a table to display the Bibles members were asked to bring.

8. Enlist someone to tell about the canonization of the Bible.

9. Enlist one or two people to give a brief testimony about what the Bible means to them personally, perhaps someone who has often read through the entire Bible or memorized a lot of Scripture.

10. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 3 and 4 or plan to e-mail them to members.

11. Make copies of members daily guide for session 2 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. Show everyone where to place their special Bibles.

2. Direct participants to gather in small groups of three or four. Ask them to recall a verse they may have memorized as a child or the first verse they memorized at any age.

3. Look over the Bibles on the table. Pick up one or two, ask whose it is, and ask that person to tell about the Bible.

4. Transition to begin the discussion of chapter 3 by commenting that we all try to preserve our Bible because they are treasures to us. Some people have Bibles that belonged to their parents or other relatives, making them even more precious. Just as we hold onto our individual Bibles, so God’s Word has been preserved through the ages.

5. Lead in prayer, thanking God for preserving His written Word through many generations.

6. Briefly review the first sessions by asking volunteers to quote 2 Peter 1:21 and Luke 16:17. Remind everyone about the revelation, inspiration, and trustworthiness of the Bible.

7. Share the story of Sir William Ramsey from chapter 3. Then share some of the statistics given in “Reliability of the Documents.” Invite questions or responses.

8. Explain the meaning of canonization, and call for the report from the one you enlisted to tell about the canonization of the Bible.

9. Ask a volunteer to read Psalm 119:11. Comment that understanding of the preservation of the Bible is important and interesting but most important is our reading and applying the truths of God’s Word in our own lives.

10. Turn to the concept in chapter 4 of the Bible’s authority and power. Call for the enlisted testimonies. 

11. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Invite participants to share a verse that has made a significant impact on their lives. 

12. Close with a brief celebration of God’s “one of a kind” book, our Bible.

13. Review listening sheets.

14. Pray, thanking God that the Bible has been preserved through the ages and for its authority and power.

15. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 3–4 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapter 5.
Session 3
Core Convictions Chapter 5

I Believe in god
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapter 5 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in this chapter.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions for all participants, including any new people who will come for this session. Some participants may already want to purchase copies for friends and family members. You may want to find out how many more copies are desired since the church gets a discount with a quantity purchase.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 2, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Write on a large poster or sheet of paper, “In the beginning God . . .” Provide markers (make sure markers won’t go through the paper onto the wall). Place the poster or paper on a focal wall.

8. Provide hymnals for every person.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 5 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 3 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to the poster. Instruct them to write one or more words about God on the poster.

3. Tell participants to form small groups of three or four and to look through hymnals for words and phrases that describe.

4. When everyone has arrived, look over the words written on the poster. Ask people with different translations to read Psalm 8:1. What words do various translations have to describe God?

5. Lead in prayer, thanking God for choosing to reveal Himself to us.

6. Ask a volunteer to read Revelation 22:13. Point out that God always has been, is now, and forever will be.

7. Assign these verses to individuals to read and lead a discussion about what each verse reveals about God: Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:11-13; Hebrews 1:1-3; John 3:16; Psalm 68:5; Matthew 11:25-17. Invite members to recall and share additional verses about God.

8. Ask members to call out summary words or statements about God based on these verses. Circle or check related words on the poster or add the new words and phrases.

9. Ask, With this brief look at who God is, what difference does it or should it make in our lives every day?

10. Review the listening sheet.

11. Pray, confessing that as humans our understanding of God is limited. Ask for God to reveal Himself to us and to help us live according to His Word.

12. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapter 5 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapter 6.
Session 4
Core Convictions Chapter 6

I Believe in jesus
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapter 6 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in this chapter.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 3, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pens/pencils.

8. Make copies of listening sheets for chapter 6 or plan to e-mail them to members.

9. Make copies of members daily guide for session 4 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form three small groups. Ask them to share their testimonies about choosing to believe in Jesus. If some people are not Christians, be sensitive to this and make sure someone in their groups explain well the plan of salvation or do this yourself at some point during this session.

3. When everyone has arrived, ask groups to select one person from each group to share a brief testimony.

4. Lead in prayer, thanking God for sending Jesus.

5. Share information from the introduction to this chapter.

6. Direct participants to remain in their three small groups. Assign group 1, “The Early Years” ; group 2, “Public Ministry;” and group 3, “His Death and Resurrection.” Instruct each group to read their assigned text and the Scriptures cited and to prepare a report to share with the large group. Give each group paper and pens/pencils. Allow groups time to study and prepare their reports.

7. Call for the reports. Affirm each one and add comments from the book as needed.

8. Ask a volunteer to read John 1:14. Call for participants to memorize the verse this week. If time permits, call for volunteers to recite verses from the first five chapters.

9. Review the listening sheet.

10. Pray, thanking God for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

11. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapter 6 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 7–8.
Session 5
Core Convictions Chapters 7–8

I Believe in the Holy spirit

I believe in the triune god
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 7–8 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 4, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide hymnals for each person.

8. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 7 and 8 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 5 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Instruct each group to select a hymn about the Holy Spirit and to list characteristics of the Holy Spirit and verbs expressing actions of the Holy Spirit. Look up any Scripture given for the hymn and see what it says about the Holy Spirit.

3. When everyone has arrived, ask groups to call out what they learned about the Holy Spirit from the hymn they chose.

4. Lead in prayer, thanking God for sending the Holy Spirit to all believers.

5. Direct participants for form three groups. Assign each group one section of chapter 7: group1, “Old Testament”; group 2, “A Vision of the Future”; group 3, “The New Testament.” Instruct groups to read the section, read the Scripture referenced, and prepare to report to the large group.

6. After giving groups time to work, call for reports.

7. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 12:13. Encourage participants to memorize this verse.

8. Transition to chapter 8 by saying, The Holy Spirit is one person, along with God and Jesus, of the Trinity.

9. Using the same three small groups, assign group 1, “The Old Testament”; group 2, “The New Testament”; group 3, “The Ongoing Work of the Church.”

10. Call for reports. Affirm the work of each group. Add comments as needed.

11. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 13:14. Encourage everyone to memorize this verse.

12. Review listening sheets.

13. Sing “The Doxology” as a parting praise to God.

14. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 7–8 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 9–10.
Session 6
Core Convictions Chapters 9–10

I Believe in creation

I believe God made humans in his image
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 9–10 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 5, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 9 and 10 or plan to e-mail them to members.

9. Make copies of members daily guide for session 6 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Give each group paper and pencil. Without looking at Genesis 1, direct groups to recall what God created each day.

3. When everyone has arrived, instruct groups to open their Bibles to Genesis 1 and check their lists of what God created each of the six days of creation. Tell them to give themselves a grade and share it with the group.

4. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1. Point out that the first four words assure us of God’s presence before the world was formed. Note that the text reveals more about who and why than how and when.

5. Pray, thanking God for His marvelous works of creation.

6. Enlist five people to read aloud the bullet points under “Creation Reveals God.” Each person may read Scripture referenced or call on others to read it. Briefly lead a discussion of each point at needed. Introduce this segment by reading Romans 1:20 and pointing out the glory of God as revealed in His work of creation.

7.  Enlist 10 people to read the implications, including the Scriptures referenced.

8. Conclude the discussion of chapter 9 by asking if participants have any new thoughts as a result of this discussion.

9. Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Hebrews 11:3. Ask a volunteer to read the verse aloud. Tell the group that this is their verse to memorize for this chapter.

10. Read Genesis 1:27. State, We are created in God’s image, but what does that mean? Invite responses.

11. Enlist volunteers to find and be ready to read Genesis 2:7; Galatians 5:22-23; Genesis 2:17; 3:19, 22; 1 Corinthians 15:35-49. Give a brief lecture on “Living Being,” calling for Scripture throughout. Invite questions and discussion.

12. Enlist volunteers to find and be ready to read Genesis 2:16-24; 3:8. Give a brief lecture on “Man in God’s Image,” calling for Scripture throughout. Invite questions and discussion.

13. Bring the discussion to an end with an emphasis on our role as God’s stewards. Enlist volunteers to read Exodus 19:6 and 2 Corinthians 5:20.

14. Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Genesis 1:27. Ask a volunteer to read the verse aloud. Tell the group that this is their verse to memorize for this chapter.

15. Review listening sheets.

16. Point out that God created us and calls us to be His people. He cares about His people. Ask for prayer requests and pray for participants and their requests. Thank God for hearing the prayers of His people.

17. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 9–10 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 11–12.
Session 7
Core Convictions Chapters 11–12

I Believe in the fall of man

I believe in redemption
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 11–12 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 6, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Provide hymnals for each person.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 11 and 12 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 7 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Give each group paper and pencil and hymnals. Instruct groups to find hymns about sin and redemption and to create two lists, one about sin and one about redemption.

3. When everyone has arrived, ask groups if they found any hymns that dealt with sin but not with redemption. Tell that that even those these topics are covered in two chapters of Core Convictions, we are not stuck in our sin. There is no delay in God’s redemption for those who turn to Him, confessing their sin and seeking to follow Jesus as Savior and Lord.

4. Pray, thanking God for a Savior to redeem us from our sin.

5. Briefly lecture on original sin. Enlist volunteers to read Genesis 1:28; 2:16-17; 3:14-15; 1 John 3:8; Revelation 12:9 when prompted. Invite follow-up questions and discussion.

6. Ask, What are the results of our sin? Add to the discussion and points from the book. Call for a volunteer to read Genesis 3:7-8, 17-19. 

7. Explore Paul’s discussion of the sin question in his letter to the Romans. Enlist volunteers to read Romans 3:10, 19; 5:12. Invite a volunteer to read Romans 6:23. Ask how many already have committed this verse to memory. Point out that it is part of the Roman Road Plan of Salvation and an important verse in sharing the plan of salvation.

8. Review the way people dealt with sin in the Old Testament. Call for a volunteer to read Leviticus 16:16-28. Point out that God had a plan to redeem the people He had created. Ask someone to read Exodus 6:6.

9. Transition to the New Testament by noting how John the Baptist introduced Jesus. Ask someone to read John 1:29. Follow with a discussion around significant Scriptures. 

10. Briefly lecture on Jesus’ teaching in John 13–14. Continue the New Testament discussion by calling for a Scripture to be read, then lead a brief discussion about it: Acts 20:28; Hebrews 9:11-12; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 5:2; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Romans 8:3; Revelation 5:9-10.

11. Explain that in the Old Testament, when people sinned, they offered a sacrifice. When they sinned again, they offered another sacrifice. But when Jesus died for our sins, no other sacrifice is ever needed. We need to belief and come to Jesus. Then when we sin we must confess our sins and receive forgiveness, but the price for our sins has been paid for all eternity. Call for volunteers to read John 6:51; 3:16; Revelation 22:17; 2 Peter 3:9; John 10:4-5, 15.

12. Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Mark 10:45. Enlist a volunteer to read the verse while others follow along. Encourage participants to memorize this verse during the coming week.

13. Conclude by stating, Yes, we are all sinners, but we can all be sinners saved by grace. The grace of God in sending His one and only Son to die for our sins, to redeem us for all eternity, is sufficient.

14. Review listening sheets.

15. Sing a hymn such as “Grace Greater than Our Sin” or a favorite chorus about sin and redemption.
16. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 11–12 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapter 13.
Session 8
Core Convictions Chapter 13

I Believe in God’s Call
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapter 13 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 7, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Provide hymnals for each person or make copies of the words for “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.”

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapter 13 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 8 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Tell them to enjoy fellowship and to share a recent phone call that made their day.

3. When everyone has arrived, affirm their conversations by saying we all like to hear from those we love. God has redeemed us. We have a love relationship with Him, and He calls all of us.

4. Pray, thanking God for calling us in various ways. Pray that we will be listening for His call and full of joy when we receive a call from Him.

5. Direct participants to form four groups. Assign one section of the chapter to each group. Instruct them to read related Scripture and prepare to report on their section. Give each group paper and pens or pencils. Make these assignments: group 1, “The Call to Redemption”; group 2, “The Call to Service”; group 3, “The Christian Life in Its Entirety Is a Calling”; and group 4, “The Basis of the Call.”

6. Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each group’s work. After each report allow time for brief discussion and questions. 

7. Invite participants to look at the words to the hymn “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” What kind of calling is described here. Invite the group to recall other hymns or choruses about call, even if they do not use that word. Find a hymn about call to service.

8. Ask everyone to turn to 2 Timothy 1:9. Ask one person to read the verse while all follow along. Point out that this is the verse to memorize for this chapter.

9. Review the listening sheet.

10. Pray, thanking God for calling us. Pray that we will respond quickly and with joy.

11. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapter 13 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 14–15.
Session 9
Core Convictions Chapters 14–15

I Believe in the virgin birth

I believe in the incarnation
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 14–15 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 8, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 14 and 15 or plan to e-mail them to members.

9. Make copies of members daily guide for session 9 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Give them paper and pens or pencils. Make sure everyone has a Bible. They may want to have different translations. Tell them to write down everything they know about Mary the mother of Jesus. They can use their Bibles.

3. When everyone has arrived, affirm their work. Focus on Jesus’ birth. Ask, what do different translations call Mary. Write these on the board. Point out that some translations call Mary a “young woman” or something similar. Whatever words are used, the Bible teaches that Mary was a virgin. Call for a volunteer to read Matthew 1:23. Tell the group that this is the memory verse for chapter 14.

4. Pray and thank God that when the angel visited Mary, she said yes!

5. Direct participants to form two groups. Assign one section of the chapter to each group. Instruct them to read related Scripture and prepare to report on their section. Give each group paper and pens or pencils. Make these assignments: group 1, “The Declaration”; group 2, “The Doctrinal Significance.”

6. Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each group’s work. After each report allow time for brief discussion and questions. 

7. Transition to chapter 15 by saying, Mary was God’s willing instrument to bring Jesus Christ to earth in human form. That’s what we call “the incarnation.”

8. With participants in the same two small groups, assign group 1, “Fully Human” and “Yet Without Sin”; assign group 2, “Fully Divine” and “The Significance.”

9. Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each group’s work. After each report allow time for brief discussion and questions. 

10. Call for a volunteer to read John 1:14, the memory verse for chapter 15.

11. Review listening sheets.
12. Pray, thanking God for sending His Son to earth to die so that we might live.

13. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 14–15 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 16–17.
Session 10
Core Convictions Chapters 16–17

I Believe in the cross

I believe in the bodily resurrection of christ
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 16–17 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 9, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 16 and 17 or plan to e-mail them to members.

9. Make copies of members daily guide for session 10 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Tell them to begin helping one another memorize 1 Peter 3:18. Also review other verses you have been memorizing throughout this study.

3. When everyone has arrived, ask groups to tell who has memorized the most verses. Affirm all the work of Scripture memorization.

4. Pray and thank God for participants who have worked hard and been faithful throughout this study.

5. Direct participants to close their eyes and imagine Jesus, if He were alive today, dying in an electric chair or by lethal injection, or even at the hands of a firing squad or by hanging. The cross seems such a distant, though cruel, form of death, that we don’t always recall that crucifixion was painful capital punishment reserved for the worst of criminals. Yet the cross is central to our salvation.

6. Give participants a few minutes to read chapter 16. Then lead a discussion of the significance of the cross and its theological meaning. Call on volunteers to read verses at appropriate times: Mark 15:52; Matthew 27:51-54; John 19:19-20. Point out that the early church quickly saw the significance of the cross and understood it theologically. Ask a volunteer to read Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:3-5. Call for everyone to read together 1 Peter 3:18.
7. Transition to the resurrection by saying, Yes, Jesus died on the cross, but death could not hold Him captive. He rose, as He promised, on the third day. The resurrection is central to Christianity. Its significance cannot be overstated.

8. Briefly lecture on the section “New Testament Witness.” Call on volunteers as desired to read selected Scriptures from the text.

9. Enlist volunteers to read the six bullet points and related Scriptures about the significance of the resurrection. 

10. Invite everyone to turn in their Bibles to 1 Corinthians 15:20, 58. Invite one person to read the verses while others follow along. Point out that these are the memory verses for chapter 17.

11. Review listening sheets.
12. Pray, thanking God for raising Jesus for the dead, filling our hearts with hope for the future.

13. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 16–17 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 18–19. 
Session 11
Core Convictions Chapters 18–19

I Believe in the ascension of christ

I believe in the church
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 18–19 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 10, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Write the two Scripture verses on the board.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 18 and 19 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 11 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Tell them to share their experiences of coming to this church. How long have they been members? Why did they first visit? Who influenced the to come? Why did they join? What do they love most about the church?

3. When everyone has arrived, ask one person from each group to tell about their relationship with this church.

4. Pray, thanking God for all the people in their church and the fellowship they share.

5. Tell participants that chapter 19 is about the church, and you’ll come back to that. But first you want them to think about Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

6. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 24:51-53. Ask another to read what Luke later wrote in Acts 1:9.
7. Briefly lecture on “The Significance of the Ascension,” asking volunteers to read relevant Scriptures as you desire.

8. Enlist eight volunteers to read each bullet point and related Scriptures in “The Continuing Ministry of the Ascended Christ. If you have sixteen participants, you may choose to assign each point to two people, one to read the text and the other to read the related Scripture. After everyone has finished, discuss as time allows.

9. Ask the group to read together the memory verse for chapter 18, Philippians 2:9.

10. Read the definition of church in the introductory paragraph. Ask members if that fits their thinking about what a church is. Follow with a mini-lecture about “A Called-Out Community.”

11. Invite members to scan “Images That Describe the Church.” After they have called out the images they find in this section, in Scripture, ask them to share any personal images of the church.

12. Conclude by challenging members to participate in the ministry of the church.

13. Ask members to read together Ephesians 2:19, the memory verse for chapter 19.

14. Review listening sheets.
15. Sing together “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.”

16. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 18–19 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on chapters 20–21.

Session 12
Core Convictions Chapters 20–21

I Believe in the Second Coming

I believe in the judgment
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 20–21 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 11, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Provide hymnals for each person.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 20 and 22 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 12 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Provide hymnals and pencils and paper. Instruct each group to select at least one hymn about Jesus’ second coming, His return to earth. Tell them to keep a list of what the hymn says about the second coming. During the session we will see if Scripture confirms or refutes what the hymn says. 

3. When everyone has arrived, ask is anyone found anything in a familiar hymn that they may not have noticed before. Call for what the hymns say about the second coming. List these on the board.

4. Pray, thanking God for the hope and assurance that Jesus is coming again.

5. Distribute listening sheets.

6. Introduce the topic with information from the first paragraph of chapter 20. Divide participants into four groups and make these assignments: group 1, “His Return Was Clearly Foretold”; group 2, “He Will Return Bodily”; group 3, “The Significance of His Return”; group 4, “The Believer’s Response.” Instruct them to read the text and the Scripture and prepare to report on their section of the chapter. Tell them also to look in Scripture for the ideas written on the board. If their text supports any of the statements listed, someone from their group should be prepared when they report to go to the board and place a check mark by that item. Call for reports.
7. Transition to chapter 21 with information from the first paragraph.
8. Assign the four groups one each of the sections of this chapter: group 1, “All Persons Will Be Judged”; group 2, “Works Will Provide the Evidence”; group 3, “Judgment Will Cause a Final Separation”; group 4, “Salvation and Condemnation.” Emphasize the importance of what Scripture says. When groups are ready, call for reports.

9. Ask everyone to find in their Bibles the memory verse for chapter 20, 1 Thessalonians 4:16. Enlist one person to read it. Then ask the group to turn to Hebrews 9:27, the memory verse for chapter 21, and ask someone to read it aloud.

10. Review listening sheets.

11. Sing together “What If It Were Today.”

12. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 20–21 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. If they choose to read ahead, next week focuses on the last two chapters, 22–23.

Session 13
Core Convictions Chapters 22–23

I Believe in hell

I believe in Heaven
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.

2. Read chapters 22–23 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.

3. Make sure you have enough copies for Core Convictions. Since this is the final week of the study, you may want to ask participants how many additional copies of this book they would like to purchase for friends and family members.

4. Provide a whiteboard or flipchart and markers or chalkboard and chalk.

5. If you did not print member’s sheets for week 12, e-mail them to all participants so they will have daily readings for the entire week. 

6. Provide extra Bibles. You may want to include a variety of translations.

7. Provide paper and pencils for each person.

8. Provide hymnals for each person.

9. Make copies of listening sheets for chapters 22 and 23 or plan to e-mail them to members.

10. Make copies of members daily guide for session 13 or plan to e-mail them to members.
During This Session
1. As participants arrive, remind them to pick up a name tag. If they are new this week, provide a copy of Core Convictions and make sure they have a Bible. 

2. Direct participants to form small groups of three or four. Provide hymnals and pencils and paper. Instruct them to select hymns about heaven. Tell them to keep a list of what each hymn says about heaven. During the session we will see if Scripture confirms or refutes what the hymns say. 

3. When everyone has arrived, ask if the hymns excite them about going to heaven. Call for what the hymns say about heaven. List these on the board.

4. Pray, thanking God for the hope of eternal life with God.

5. Distribute listening sheets.

6. Introduce the topic with information from the first paragraphs of chapters 22 and 23. Divide participants into two groups. Assign chapter 22 to one group and chapter 23 to the other. Tell them to prepare summary reports about their chapters. Tell them to make sure they include all the answers for the listening sheets. Instruct them to read Scripture as they prepare their reports. After groups have time to prepare, call for reports. When group 2 reports on heaven, check off information about heave that has been listed on the board. 
7. Ask everyone to find in their Bibles the memory verse for chapter 22, Revelation 20:15. Enlist one person to read it. Then ask the group to turn to John 14:2-3, the memory verse for chapter 21, and ask someone to read these verses aloud.

8. Review listening sheets or e-mail them to group members to use at home.

9. Review listening sheets.

10. Pray, thanking for all the participants who have studied Core Convictions together. Ask God’s blessings on each of them. Thank Him for the assurance of spending eternity with believers like these. 

11. Distribute member’s guides for reading for the week or explain that they will be receiving them through e-mail. Tell them that they will be reading and thinking about chapters 22–23 of the book Core Convictions, as discussed during this session. 
