Eternal Impact: Session 1
Pre DVD Intro: Many things make an impact or influence our culture today, name some of them.  (Possible discussion, or just list some of the things that make an impact, ex. Celebrities, media, politics, etc.. and then transition to the video which will help us find ways to make real impact, eternal impact) Purpose of this study: to use the word of God to guide and direct us to become people who truly make an eternal impact.
Watch DVD

Discussion Intro: Speak to your class about the goal of this study: It is to use the Word of God to guide and direct us to become people who truly make an eternal impact. (Use any illustration or example to help communicate that the intention of this study is to guide us to God’s purposes so we can make an eternal impact. Possible illustration to begin would be a GPS, road maps/lack of using maps, or other devices that help you reach your destination.)
Read: Matthew 16:13-19 
1. How does this passage apply to the church today? (The reality is that we live in a culture that is very opinionated about Jesus, even in the church today there are some who disagree about who Jesus is, use this to discuss the subject area)

2. In the video Hemphill said that keys represent access, authority, and responsibility. Since we have been given the keys of the kingdom of heaven how would you say that they represent, access, authority, and responsibility? (Try to bring up each individually: access, authority, and responsibility.)
Read: Matthew 7:29; 8:9, authority to heal; 28:18-20 – all power is His, Ephesians 1:15-22 – we might recognize his great power toward us who believe
3. What changes in our lifestyle when we recognize the power that is available to us personally in Christ? What changes in us collectively as a church when we recognize the power that is available to us in Christ? (The difference between us individually and collectively is in our mindset. God has created us not to be lone rangers, but to be in a community with others. Lead them to see the difference between the two. Another way of thinking may be: Instead of asking, “What can the church do for me?” we ask “What can we do together as the Church?”)
4. We are all well aware that there are many issues that divide churches today. What are some of them? (This is not about church bashing so be careful, but lead them to discuss general issues, with sensitivity.)
5. What should unify the church? Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20 (Missions, discipling the nations, etc.) What part can every person play in reaching the nations? (There are many answers such as prayer, going, giving, partnering, and growing in the knowledge of the physical and spiritual condition of others. We can also be discipled and disciple others so we can each become the people God created us to be. These are the things that truly make an eternal impact.)
