Eternal Impact: Session 3
                                              From Character to Function

Pre DVD Intro: Character defined: attributes that make up an individual. Character is the depth of who we are and out of our character flows our behavior. For us to be people that truly make an eternal impact we must allow God to transform us to be people that have Biblical, Christ-like Character. In the session today we will look at the early church’s character and those character traits that God desires us to have as the church today. (Some questions you may want to ask are: Does Character matter in the world today? What evidence do you see that Character does, or does not matter?)
Watch DVD

Discussion Intro: Up to this point of the study what are some insights that God has given you about being a person who makes an eternal impact?  (You can ask these as discussion questions or just list some of the things that we have gone over in the last two weeks to keep the study flowing together.)

Read: Acts 2:41-47 
1. What were the things“those who believed” devoted themselves to after their conversion (42)? What was the byproduct of their devotion? What other insights do you see into their lives that may be missing in our lives? (The by product of their devotion is really seen in the rest of the text, all the way down to verse 47. Here we see a community that loved each other and others in a way that is sadly very foreign to us today. To be people that make an eternal impact we must become people that embrace devotion, and allow God to create in us the heart he created in them. That is why we so desperately need God to change our character.)
2. Character Trait 1: United in Prayer. What evidence do you see that prayer was important in the early church? (Acts 12:5-11; 13:2-3; 20:35-38) What are ways in which we as a church and as individuals can become more committed to prayer? (Prayer isn’t a program or a meeting time, but a priority in the life of a believer. Try to gear discussion to finding a personal prayer time with God and beginning to pray with your family, other families, and others at church. Prayer to the Christian is what breathing is to a human, a natural part of our life.)

3. Character Trait 2: Sound Doctrine. (Read 2 Timothy 3:16, Joshua 1:8) Why should we collectively and personally be committed to sound doctrine? What are some things that we can do to personally grow in sound doctrine? (Growing in the knowledge of the Word is crucial to every believer. Encourage personal devotion time, corporate preaching, and one-on-one discipleship.)
4. Character Trait 3: Worship to the Ends of the Earth. (Read Acts 2:46-47, Psalm 67:5) In the video Hemphill said that worship isn’t based on the style, but on the heart, what do you think he meant by that? How through worship do we grow in a passion for the rest of the world? (God wants every individual to authentically praise Him with their life and their heart. Authentic worship is a sincere heart before God no matter what the music style. As we worship we get on our hearts what God has on His heart, and God has the world on His heart. A helpful quote from the video “I didn’t like the worship, the better question is, did God?”)

5. Character Trait 4: Intentional Evangelism. (Read Acts 1:8) It is God’s desire for each of us to be witnesses. Why is Evangelism so important? In what ways can we become more intentional in Evangelism?
