Eternal Impact: Session 4
                                           From Character to Function II
Pre DVD Intro: In the session today we will continue to look at the early church’s character and those character traits that God desires us to have as the church today. Last week we discussed the first four character traits of the first century Church; 1) United in Prayer. 2) Sound Doctrine. 3) Worship to the Ends of the Earth. 4) Intentional Evangelism. (Review the character traits with your class, or ask questions about the study last week.)
Watch DVD

Discussion Intro: Why do we have to continually be reminded of the things that are central to the life of a Christian? (Things like prayer, Evangelism, our mission, giving, purpose. We need to be reminded because of our fallen nature, and our leaning toward the things of this world. We desperately need God’s Word and strength to continually remind us of our need for Him. Strength is not found in us, it is only found in Him.) As we discuss our lesson, our hope is when we leave today our character will be more Christ-like than we came. 
1. Character Trait 5: Fellowship. (Read: John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17;). The reality is all of us are very different, but what is unique about the uniting power of those who are in Christ? How do these passages we read teach us about how we should treat one another? How is the command to love one another different than how we often treat each other, intentionally or unintentionally? (Fellowship in the church today isn’t an issue of having a scheduled time together, but an issue of being aware of other believers needs, and meeting them. It is an issue of seeing someone, whoever they may be, and loving them. Fellowship happens when we unite under the banner of Christ and spend time with people that, before we were in Christ, we may never have.  Christian Fellowship flows out of Christ’s love in us.)
2. Character Trait 6: Generous Stewardship. (Acts 4:32-37) How would you describe stewardship among the people of the early church? How is stewardship much more than giving money? What are some ways we can grow in generosity, and in our commitment to being good stewards of all that God has given us? (The reality is nothing is ours and everything is His. Jesus often spoke about how this world is fading and that we ought not store up treasures in it. This was a core concept the first century church possessed, they weren’t calculating 10% they were giving it all to Him. We in the same way can begin to be better stewards by praying simple prayers like; “Father, my car, house, family, money, time, talents, etc…are Yours. Do with them whatever You will.)
3. Character Trait 7: Global in it’s Mission. (Read Acts 1:8, 13:1-3) Hemphill writes about the early church having a fourfold strategy to pray, go, send, and give. The Bible didn’t say choose which you want to be involved in, but for each of us to participate in all four. How are we as a church involved in all of these? How can each of us, individually, embrace all four of these? (Challenge them to consider how they are personally involved in all four. It is a global mission from next door to the ends of the earth. Remind them that the mission isn’t a burden and it is not an issue of what your neighbor or even what the Church is doing; the question really is, “What am I doing?”.)
Point: Character Trait 8: Cooperation. (Read Acts 11:27-30)  It is evident that the New Testament church reached out and cooperated with other churches. That starts with each of us developing a mindset that we are not competing with other churches, but working together to fulfill the Great Commission. 
4. In the video Hemphill said “The Church needs to move beyond Church growth to Kingdom expansion”. What do you think he meant by this, and how do we embrace it? (Church Growth is about us alone and in many ways is how churches act selfishly. Kingdom expansion embraces the true heartbeat of the first century church, the growth of the kingdom of God.) Might we be people committed to expanding the Kingdom of God, instead of our personal kingdoms on earth?
