Eternal Impact: Session 5
                           From Leadership to Gifted Membership
Pre DVD Intro: There is something significant to being served and serving others. What are some ways that you have been blessed by the service of others in your life? What are some ways that God has blessed you by using you to be a servant to others? (Use this by asking the questions or share how God’s purposes are being fulfilled through our lives and others, whether we are on the giving or receiving end, God is using His Church, us, to display His love.)

Watch DVD:

Discussion Intro: Why are the eight character traits that we have discussed over the last 2 weeks essential for our lives in order for us to make an eternal impact? (Review the eight character traits.)
1. Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28. What character traits do you see in these first century leaders?  Are these traits exclusive to leaders, or expected and encouraged of all believers? (These traits are what all of us should possess as believers. Christ wants to create all these in us. Discuss these traits that were encouraged by Paul to the Thessalonians.) 
2. Read: Acts 6:1-7. What, through this passage, do we learn about the roles of the church’s leadership, Deacons and Pastors? How do we do in fulfilling these responsibilities in the local church?  Why is it important that we view the role of Deacon and Pastor as they did?  (Deacons and Pastors are called to serve, although many times these roles seek authority over others. Christ, the ultimate authority, humbled himself and came to earth and walked among us. While He walked among the people of this world He humbled himself and served. So this is the call of all believers. There are specific things that God has ordained individuals to do, and in order for the body to truly make and eternal impact we must function as the church modeled to us in the first century. )

3. Read: Exodus 19:3-6, 1 Peter 2:9. What is significant about us being the “Priesthood of believers”? How does it change our perception of ourselves when we see ourselves as a priest, or kingdom of priests?  (God has given us more value and more resources than we could ever possibly imagine. He not only saved us, but He has given us full access to Himself. We, as a kingdom of priests, have a great privilege and responsibility to live out all that God has made us to be .)
4. Read: Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. In what ways do you see Gods unique gifting of individuals in the Church? In the video Hemphill said “God gifts the Church in every generation to accomplish His mission task. What are some unique ways God has gifted us today to fulfill His mission task in our community, city, nation and world? (God is uniquely using things such as film, sport, media, music, and various other things in our society to draw others to Himself. God has uniquely gifted us, in this church, for such a day as today to reach our world.)
5. Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. Why is it essential for each of us to use the gifts God has given us? (The body is made to function together and when we don’t use our gifting we fail to do our part in being the body of Christ. If we are serious about becoming a church that makes an eternal impact, everyone must become committed to using the gifts God has given them.)

