Eternal Impact: Session 6
                            
            From Opposition to Victory
Pre DVD Intro: What have you learned, or what made an impact on you as we have gone through this study? What have you learned about our chuch as we have gone through this study? (Ask these questions or introduce the final session’s theme: We will see opposition as a church as we seek to move the kingdom of God forward, but it is worth every second. God wants us to make changes in the way we personally live our lives so we can be people that make an eternal impact.)

Watch DVD:

Discussion Intro: 
1. Read: Acts 13:1-3.  What is significant about the way Paul and Barnabus were sent off?  Why might it have been difficult to send off Paul and Barnabus? What are some ways that we can emulate the heartbeat and the actions of this first century church in our church today, and what are some ways we do? (What was significant about how Paul and Barnabus were sent off was the activity of the Church, praying, fasting, and worshipping; this is a group that did much more than attend. Paul and Barnabus were leaders of leaders in the church in Antioch, valuable beyond measure. So when the church was praying and fasting and God said to send them, “to the work to which I have called them”, this may have been difficult for the church in Antioch if their minds were on themselves rather than on the Kingdom. But due to the heartbeat of the church they were willing to let loose of Paul and Barnabus in order for the kingdom to advance.)
2. Read: Acts 20:17-24. What difficulties and trials did Paul face? What was his response to these difficulties and what was his motivation (v. 24)?  (Due to Paul’s past life and the mission laid before him, there were many plots to take his life by the Jews. We see that through trials and tears he remained faithful to proclaim the message of repentance of sin and faith in Christ, and a willingness to endure anything to continue to proclaim this message. His motivation is clearly seen in verse 24.)

3. Read: Ephesians 1:15-23. What did Paul pray for the church in Ephesus? Paul prays that they would know “the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe”, how would we live differently if we understood the power that is available to us as individuals and as a church? (He prayed continually that they would understand the hope to which they have been called, how valuable they are in God’s eyes, and that they would see the great power directed toward them. It is endless what would happen if each of us understood the great power directed toward us, we would live out dreams that God has called us to, and step out in faith in ways we never dreamed.)
4. What action is God asking you to take to make a greater eternal impact through this church and the world? (You can have people share this in large group, or break down into small groups and pray for one another.)
Pray: Praise God for your church and the incredible Church that He has formed. Ask God to continue to create this first century heartbeat here, in this church, today.
