Intro Session – Small Group Launch Day
LEADER MATERIALS
· Copies of the Growing Daily questions for students to take home and work on individually
· Index cards for students to write out the Power Verse for this week and for student contact information (e-mail address, face book info, cell number, address, home phone, etc.)
· Pens and/or pencils

· Bibles

· CD: Passion: The Road to Oneday, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” by Shelley Nirider.  Download the song at iTunes or some other online music store.  After downloading, be sure to listen to it.  Have a copy of the lyrics for each student in your group.  If copies are created, be sure to include all necessary copyright information somewhere on the handout.
LEADER PREP
Take time to make contact with each student who will be attending your small group, or begin inviting others.  

Read pages 1-8, the introduction from Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God

DISCUSSION
? 
What does your day typically look like?  (Have students give a brief synopsis of a typical school or weekend schedule.  What do they do?  Who do they hang out with? ) This first question is two-fold.  It should help you and your students get to know each other a little more personally, and it is prepping students for later applications.  

T
Sometimes our days seem so ordinary.  Week after week we do the same things.  (Give examples that your group members mentioned: band practice, basketball practice, homework, babysitting, work, talking on the phone, chores)  If we are not careful, life can seem routine. But that is not God’s intention.
S
Read John 10:10b:
“I have come that they may have life and have it in abundance.”
?
What is abundant life?  (Allow students to give answers they think are correct.  We will be addressing a Kingdom focused view of God’s provisions later with our Power Verse)

? 
What are some things that you enjoy doing or that help bring “abundance” to your life? (Watching TV, sleeping in, reading magazines, hanging out with friends, going to the movies, playing football, talking on the phone)

T
Yet everything of this world is temporary.  Everything will come to an end. (Example – football games end, you eventually have to wake up, movies end, TV shows only last ½ an hour to an hour, magazines get out of date, friends are human and betray or move away or will one day die, you have to hang up the phone some time.)  Try to show how the worldly examples your students gave are not everlasting or enduring.
T
God provides us with an enjoyment that it ongoing - no reruns, no end.  The Kingdom of God is big and broad and beyond our wildest imaginations.  The only way to live an abundant life is by being a Kingdom person.

?  
So who is a Kingdom person?  

T
Explain that the only way to be a Kingdom person is to have a King over your life. (This is a great opportunity to find out which students may or may not have a relationship with Jesus Christ. Encourage any student that questions whether or not they are a Kingdom person to talk with you after class. (A beneficial resource is www.gotlife.com)   Kingdom people no longer struggle with the daily routines of football practice, homework, TV shows and cell phones. They begin to realize that there’s something bigger out there.  Kingdom people are part of something bigger and better than themselves; they are part of God’s plan.  It’s no longer only about what they want, but it’s about knowing what truly ignites the heart of God and living that out in “everyday opportunities.”   (Page 3)
?
If you consider yourself a Kingdom person, what matters most to you? (Family, friends, money, food, church, etc.)  What should matter most?
T 
Should not the things that will matter most for eternity be the things that should matter most to us right now?   When we take the time to start thinking about the things that matter most for eternity, instead of pleasing only ourselves, every part of our day is significant.  Every moment counts.  As Kingdom people we must realize nothing happens to us that the King has not already purposed.

?
What are your priorities right now?  (getting good grades, pleasing your parents, moving out, going to college, getting a good job, etc.)

A
How can you make things that matter most for eternity become your priority?

T
To live in the Kingdom will likely require you to alter your perspectives on a lot of the things you do.  
A
What things might you need to change to become more Kingdom /eternally focused?  (change the way you spend your free time, reevaluate some of your friendships, look at everything that happens during the day is an opportunity to enforce Kingdom growth, etc.)

I
As a Kingdom person, we must begin to realize that it is not all about us, it’s about Him.  Play the song “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.”  Hand out lyrics for students to read while the song is playing.

CLOSING PRAYER


Remember to thank God for each student who has come to be a part of your small group.  Realizing that students are busy and that schedules and activities can easily begin to creep into the time they could be spending preparing for this study, ask God to place a deep desire in each student’s heart to put forth the effort in this study.  

