Introduction for Student Leaders
"If I could relive my life, I would devote my entire ministry to reaching children for God.” Dwight L. Moody, evangelist 
You are about to lead students on a life-long voyage embarking upon a life-altering 40 Day Experience.  The following student curriculum is geared toward youth who are Kingdom people.  Okay, so who is a Kingdom person?  Individuals become Kingdom people once they make the commitment to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and as the Savior of their life.  

Based on the Broadman & Holman book by Dr. Ken Hemphill, Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God, this study is designed to help students to readily recognize that the Kingdom of God is surrounding them in every aspect of their daily lives.  Furthermore, this study will aid them in realizing and living out the role that they have been given as Kingdom citizens.  It is our desire and prayer that this study will:
· Help students realize that they are God’s moveable possessions
· Encourage students to look daily for ways to glorify God’s Name through Kingdom activity
· Challenge students to share their King with people in their daily lives
· Help students to reflect God in every aspect of their actions, attitudes and thoughts

· Open students’ eyes to see more readily what Kingdom activity is surrounding their personal daily realm, and to fulfill the opportunity that God has given them to be involved in His Kingdom work
· Help students catch the heartbeat of God for themselves through challenging a continuous lifestyle of daily prayer, reading of the Word, fellowship with a body of believers, and personal worship time   
 WHAT WILL THE LEADER NEED?

· Dr. Ken Hemphill’s book, upon which this study is based, Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God (Broadman and Holman)
· A  copy of the student curriculum
· Time to pray and prepare for each week’s session

· A humble and teachable heart

· Various other optional materials that pertain to the sessions (listed at the beginning of each session)
LEADER RESPONSIBILITY
As facilitator, you will have the awesome responsibility of sharing God’s truth about His Kingdom and the roles that students should strive to live out to further His Kingdom’s growth.   Please never take such an endeavor lightly.  In Acts 20:26-28, Paul is giving a farewell address to the Ephesian elders whom he will never see him again and he states with confidence:

26 “Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of everyone’s blood.  27 For I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole plan of God.  28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has appointed you as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which he purchased with His own blood.”  
As a small group leader, prayerfully prepare for the sessions with genuine time spent on your studies.  God will be using you in His Kingdom work through your teaching, modeling and directing these students in the ways that they can apply these truths.  You are undertaking a God-given responsibility.  In addition, this study will also provide an opportunity for you, the leader, to reevaluate and begin more readily applying Kingdom Growth in your own “marketplace”.  

SESSIONS

The layout of the student curriculum is parallel to the adult study sessions.  Therefore, any church desiring to use the curriculum as a whole can effectively begin and end the study together, knowing that adults and students will be studying the same materials.  This format will also lend itself to family discussions, because students and their parents will be focusing on corresponding materials.  Although both studies contain seven sessions, and the same basic material, the student materials are more applicable to the needs and life experiences of youth.
Each of the seven sessions is designed to facilitate group discussion.  Students should be encouraged to share the insights that they have gleaned through the study and to answer questions posed.  Although the facilitator will be doing a fair amount of teaching, the sessions are not laid out in a manner that is solely leader-led and leader-taught.  Ample discussion questions and life applicable questions are provided.  That being said, we recognize that each group will have its own individual needs and that each group can have diverse students represented.  Feel free to alter, omit or change questions that may need adjusting according to your groups dynamics (gender, middle school, high school, size of the group, maturity levels, etc.)
SESSION LAYOUT


Each session has the following sections:

· Leader Materials – This is a list of materials that we recommend the teacher bringing to the session. 

· Leader Prep – These are activities we suggest leaders to do in order to prepare themselves and their students for the session.

· Verse Review – Every week students will be encouraged to study and memorize a Power Verse that relates to the session they just experienced.  We suggest that each week your session times begin with reviewing the Power Verse students have been asked to commit to memory.  The first session will not have a verse review.
· Discussion – This portion is the meat of the sessions.  

· ? – Suggested Questions to pose to your small group

· A – Area in which students can Apply what they have just discussed or learned

· T – Time where the leader is using the Teacher role.  Please do not read verbatim what we have provided.  Instead the written material is just a guideline for you to paraphrase the truths provided from Dr. Hemphill’s book.
· S – Scripture to read.  It would be good to have students volunteer to read the Scripture.  However, be careful about calling on students to read; some may be less literate than others and may feel uncomfortable reading in front of a small group.
· I – Illustrations provided 

· Closing Prayer – We ask that each session is concluded with prayer.  Gear your prayers toward students in your group applying the lesson’s truth to their lives throughout the upcoming week.  
GROWING DAILY
These are the reinforcements of the sessions already covered and preparation for the coming week’s session.  This is not required, but it is HIGHLY recommended that your students take part in the Growing Daily questions. Students live hectic lives and have busy schedules.  However, these additional home studies are geared to personalize and emphasize what the students have already learned in their sessions.  Please encourage your students to put forth the effort; it will be well worth their time.  (Ways to encourage them could be as quick as an e-mail, post a note on their Facebook wall or MySpace, send a letter of encouragement, or dial a reminding phone call or text message.  These methods also help you to know your students more personally and to connect with them on another level besides just seeing them in the sessions and not having any contact again until next week.)

The Growing Daily sections are set up so that one can be done each day, except on the day that your group meets for the session.  Of course, we planned on some students skipping a day or getting a little behind, so the sections are brief enough that students can sit down and do more than one at a time.  However, Growing Daily will be most effective if it is done daily.  So please encourage your group to set a time and place to work on their Growing Daily sections and then challenge them to stick with it!  You will also notice that as this 40 Day Experience progresses we are anticipating that students are allowing themselves to be molded and changed into a more effective “Kingdom Agent”.  So you will see that as the study moves forward, the Growing Daily sections do become longer and more in-depth.
POWER VERSE
We have provided you with one verse a week to have your students commit to memory.  Most of verses are from the preceding session.  As students memorize the verse that correlates to what they have covered in the sessions, they are more apt to be actively applying the truths they have learned.  If you find another verse that is more fitting to the dynamics your group has, please feel free to change the Power Verse for your group.
OTHER SUGGESTED RESOURCES
This list is not all inclusive.  Feel free to add any of your own Bible based resources to aid your studies.
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· Holman QuickSource Bible Dictionary 
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· Holman QuickSource Guide to Understanding the Bible
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· The Holman Student Bible
 

                 

                    
· www.gotlife.org
