Session 2 – A King and His Purpose
LEADER MATERIALS
· Copies of the Growing Daily questions for students to take home and work on individually.
· Index cards for students to write out the power verse for this week.

· Pens and/or pencils

· Bibles

· Index cards with the meaning behind each student’s given name.
· A book of names and their meanings so that any visitors who have joined your small group will have the meaning of their name readily available too.  (If you don’t have such a book at home, your local library should have an assortment of “Baby Names” books that provide meanings.  Most of these books are organized alphabetically.)  

· CD: Not to Us “Not to Us but to Your Name We Give the Glory” by Chris Tomlin. Download the song at iTunes or some other online music store.  After downloading, be sure to listen to it.  Have a copy of the lyrics for each student in your group.  If copies are created, be sure to include all necessary copyright information somewhere on the handout.
LEADER PREP
Take time to make contact with each student that has been attending your small group.  When you make contact with your student, make sure that you include in your letter, text, or conversation a quick encouraging reminder to be working on memorizing this week’s Power Verse.
Read Pages 57-94, the second section from Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God

Look up the meaning of each student’s name in your group.  Write the meaning on an individual index card to use at the opening of Session 2.  A good website to find meanings of names: http://www.zelo.com/firstnames/find.asp.
VERSE REVIEW
Ask for a volunteer to share the Power Verse they memorized from last week’s session.  (“But, as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be holy in all your conduct.” 1 Peter 1:15)  Ask students how they have had the opportunity this week to live this verse out in their homes, schools, sports activities, etc.   
DISCUSSION
I
Tell students that you have looked up the meaning behind each of their names.  Take time to read each students name and the meaning aloud to the group.
T
Names are important.  They are often the first personal thing people learn about us.  

?
What do you think comes to mind when people hear your name?
A
Go around the group and have each person say the first positive thing that comes to their mind when they think of the person sitting to their left.  Each student will get an opportunity to tell what comes to their mind, and each student will get to hear the first positive thing that someone else thinks of when others hear their name.)  Please reinforce that only positive thoughts are welcome in our group time; this is not an opportunity for students to be hurtful or unkind; we’re looking for encouraging thoughts.

S
Read 2 Samuel 7:23:
“And who is like Your people Israel?  God came to one nation on earth in order to redeem a people for Himself, to make a name for Himself, and to perform for them great and awesome acts, driving out nations and their gods before Your people You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt.”
?
What is God’s purpose?  Why did he come to one nation on earth? (To redeem a people for Himself and to make a Name for Himself.) As a Christian, Whose name do you bear?  Who are you representing?  (Jesus Christ)

T
Realizing that names are significant, and that as a kingdom person you carry on the Name of Jesus, the first thing people should think of when they describe you is “Christian.”  The activity we just completed shows what people think of when your name is mentioned.  All of these things are good, but what should be the first thing people think of when your name comes to mind?  As a Christian, your behavior should be so reflective of our King that anyone who meets you sees the difference in your life.  The name we bear as Kingdom citizens is the only name that will last forever.
? 
2 Samuel 7:23 states “God came to one nation.”  Who was that nation?  (Israel)  
S
Read John 3:16:
“For God loved the world in this way: He gave his One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
? 
Who did God send to come for us?  (Jesus)

T
God’s coming to Israel and making a covenant relationship with them set them apart and distinguished their nation from all other people in the world.  It is the same for us.  Jesus’ coming to redeem us distinguishes us and sets us apart from all other people in the world.  This is so big.  King David, a Man after God’s own heart, realized the importance of the covenant relationship he shared with God.  God made a personal covenant with David.

S
Read 2 Samuel 7:16:
“Your house and kingdom will endure before Me forever and your throne will be established forever.”
?
What was the promise/covenant that God made with David?  (That David’s house and kingdom will be established forever)

T
Recognizing the importance of God’s relational covenant with him, David prayed that God would keep the promise He made to David, that He would establish David’s kingdom forever.  

?
Why do you think David prayed that God would keep the promise He made?  (Students may answer various things such as: David wanted fame; David wanted his kingdom to be the best; etc.)

S
Scripture tells us why David wanted God to keep His promise.  It wasn’t so that David could receive all the fame for having the longest lasting kingdom.  Let’s find out why.  Read 2 Samuel 7:26.
“…so that Your name will be exalted forever, when it is said, ‘The LORD of Hosts is God over Israel.’  The house of Your servant David will be established before You”
?
So why did David pray that God would keep the promise He made to establish David’s kingdom forever?  (so that God’s Name would be exalted forever)  

T
The motives behind David’s prayer were not selfish at all, instead, his motives were focused on exalting God’s Name.  This thought can be applied to more than just our prayer life; it can apply to our actions as well.  
A
Which statement best describes your actions? (Students do not have to answer this question; it is geared to make them think about what their actions focus on most often.)



* You act like you are embarrassed of being a Christian




* You don’t really do anything to make His Name great


* You ask God to help you make His Name great so that people will be drawn to Him
T
No matter which statement best describes your actions, we can have confidence in knowing that God has given us the Holy Spirit to help us, strengthen us, and guide our thoughts and actions to a more Kingdom-focused realm.  
S
Read 1 Samuel 12:22:
“The Lord will not abandon His people, because of His great name and because he has determined to make you His own people.”
?
Why did God promise that He would not abandon His people?  (Because of His great Name and Because He determined to make them His people)
T
As we’ve already discussed, God’s purpose is to redeem a people for Himself and to make a Name for Himself.  We can find comfort in knowing that even when we mess up or don’t live up to the awesome Name that He has given us, for the sake of His promise and His Name, God will not abandon us.

S
Read Solomon’s Prayer in 1 Kings 8:41-43:
“41 Even for the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of Your name – 42 for they will hear of Your great name, mighty hand, and outstretched arm, and will come and pray toward this temple – 43 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and do according to all the foreigner asks You for.  Then all the people on earth will know Your name, to fear You as Your people Israel do and know that this temple I have built is called by Your name.”

T
(Give a brief synopsis of Solomon’s building of the temple.)  The prayer we just read is the one Solomon prayed at the temple when it was being dedicated.  The temple was to be more than just a place for Israelites; it was also for the foreigners that would hear about God’s Name and His great works.  The temple built by Solomon was a blessing that was intended to have a global, eternal impact.
?
How do each of us in this room use the blessings God has given us to exalt His Name?  (Have students give examples of how they use the following to exalt God’s Name to the “foreigners” or visitors who they meet.)

· Church

· Youth group

· Family

How welcome do “foreigners” or visitors who are not yet Kingdom people feel when they are with us at church, in our youth group, or around our family?  Do visitors feel alone because of the cliques?  Do you offer your friendship as a way to make them feel welcome?  Will visitors to our church or youth group see something different about you that draws them closer to God, or that turns them away from His kingdom?

T
We want others to see the difference and the freedom we have been given through listening to God and obeying his covenant.  We should be striving to reach out to any visitor who is not a Christian so that they can more closely see the transformation that can take place once we commit our lives under His leadership and guidance.  (Please Note :  We are NOT saying that church, youth groups and family life should be so comfortable to sinners that they never feel the need to change.  Sincere worship, earnest prayer, and preaching of Biblical truths in the church, youth groups and in the home should NEVER be lessened or diminished in order to make “foreigners” feel more welcome.  We are doing a disservice to any lost soul if we make them feel so comfortable that they no longer see a difference between Kingdom people and themselves.)     


? 
So how do we make visitors feel more welcome without sacrificing genuine worship, earnest prayer and the preaching of Biblical truths? (Inviting someone to spend the night with you and go to church the next morning instead of sleeping in, asking a visitor to sit with you and your friends during youth group, inviting a visitor sit with your family during worship services, etc.)

T
It’s easy to get caught up making a name for ourselves.  (Example – trying to be known as a student with good grades, someone good at sports, the class clown, etc.)  Fame is something the world tells us we need and deserve.  What we deserve is hell.  What we need is to focus on Him, His name.  Then we can be used by Him to further His kingdom.  

S
Read Psalm 115:1-2:
“1 Not to us, LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory because of Your faithful love, because of Your truth.  ​2 Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’”
I
Play the song, “Not to Us, but to Your Name Be the Glory”.  Hand out lyrics for students to read while the song is playing.

CLOSING PRAYER 

Be sure to pray about each person in your group to not only seek ways to be used by God to glorify His Name, but to be willing to be used, once God provides the opportunity. 
