Session 3 – His Kingdom Comes
LEADER MATERIALS
· Copies of the Growing Daily questions for students to take home and work on individually.
· Index cards for students to write out the power verse for this week.

· Pens and/or pencils

· Bibles
LEADER PREP
This week please start early by taking time to make a personal phone call to each student in your small group.  Ask them what they have learned so far in the sessions and in what ways they are applying these Biblical principles to their daily lives.  Invite students to pray with you over the phone, asking God to work in each individual student’s life, that He will continue to reveal ways that they can be used for the glory of His name, and that the student will be willing to step out and up to the opportunities God grants them.  
Read Pages 103-142, the third section from Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God.

VERSE REVIEW
Ask for a volunteer to share the Power verse that they memorized from last week’s session.  (“But as for me, I will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”  Galatians 6:14)  Ask students how they have had the opportunity this week to live this verse out in their homes, schools, sports activities, etc.   
DISCUSSION
I
If you’re a football fan, you’ve undoubtedly seen a play develop that was an absolute disconnect.  The quarterback expected his receiver to break for the end zone, but instead he pulled up short.  The pass, timed to hit the receiver in stride, sailed far over his head, incomplete – or worse, intercepted.  Because of the receiver’s lack of understanding or poor execution, the result was a failed play.
?
Ask for a student to share a time in his or her life when a choice they made was like a “failed play.”  What happened?  How did they feel?

T
Because of our sinful nature, “failed plays” are bound to happen. In last week’s session we read in 1 Samuel 12:22 that God will not abandon His people.  Even when we mess up, God is faithful to us.  

?
Why is God faithful to us, even when we mess up? (For the sake of His Name)  

T
God will not abandon us.  Why not - because of His Name.  The faithfulness of His character is immeasurable.  However, He will discipline us.  Just like that football not connecting with the receiver because of his lack of understanding or poor execution, we don’t connect with God when we are sinning. Sin has consequences, and not just for us.  We know that the Israelites were God’s chosen people.  When they messed up by profaning His name for many, many years, God had to pull out the consequences.
S
Give a brief background of the Israelites falling captive to the Babylonian empire. Read Ezekiel 36:22-23:
“22 Therefore, say to the house of Israel: This is what the Lord God says:  it is not for your sake that I will act, house of Israel, but for My holy name, which you profaned among the nations where you went.  23 I will honor the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among the nations – the name you have profaned among them.  The nations will know that I am Yahweh” - the declaration of the Lord God – “when I demonstrate My holiness through you in their sight.”
?
Why did God “act,” why did He put the Israelites into Babylonian exile?  (For His holy Name’s sake)  What were the Israelites doing year after year that caused them to not listen to Him and to disobey His covenant?  (The Israelites profaned His Name among the nations)
T
Every time we sin we are “profaning His name” to those around us.  How can “foreigners” know that He is the One True and only Living God if we continue living like sinners?  They won’t see Him in our lives if our lives are full of sin, and we miss an opportunity to be used by God; kinda like that football player who missed an opportunity to make a touchdown for his team.
?
What happens to a football player that misses a few touchdown passes in one season?  (He is given more practice to improve his skill.)  What happens to a football player that misses every touchdown pass he has thrown in a single season?  (He is usually benched and required to keep practicing more extensively until through the coach’s guidance, he attains the skill.)

T
In God’s Kingdom, as Kingdom people, we are on God’s team.  He doesn’t expect every play to be perfect, but He may need to “bench” us for a while when our lifestyles aren’t bringing His Name glory.  This is what happened to the Israelites.  They had made so many repeated offenses to God that He had to “bench” them.  God didn’t abandon them or kick them off His team.  No, instead He used their time in exile as a renewal, a time to freshen up their relationship with Him, and a time listen to Him and refocus on obeying His covenant.
S
Read Ezekiel 36:25-29, 32, 36, 38:
“25 I will also sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean.  I will cleanse you from all your impurities and all your idols.  26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  27 I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances.  28 Then you will live in the land that I gave your fathers; you will be My people, and I will be your God.  29 I will save you from all your uncleanness.  32 …It is not for your sake that I will act.  36 …Then the nations that remain around  you will know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate.  38 …Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

?
As a child were you ever sent to “time-out”?  Have your parents ever grounded you for something you did wrong?  How did you feel about being in time out, or about being grounded?

T
We often look at discipline as a punishment.  However, that time is given to us as a renewal, as time to strengthen ourselves and to become refreshed.  It is also a reminder of consequences that come when poor decisions are made.  

?
Look at the verses we  just read in Ezekiel.  What are the ways that God promises to renew the Israelites after they have gone through their exile, “time-out” or being “grounded.” (They will be cleansed by God, they were given new hearts and His Spirit.  His Spirit will guide them.  They will live in the land of their fathers.  They will be His people.  He will be their God.  He will save them from uncleanness. He will use them again to help the other nations know that He is the LORD.)  Who saw God’s power when the Israelites were restored?  (The nations that remained around them.)
A
If you are a Kingdom person, the way you live should reflect God’s character.  Your heart is no longer a heart of stone, but a new heart of flesh, with His Spirit indwelling you.  Offer for any student to volunteer to share their testimony.  (They will have the opportunity to write it down during this week’s Growing Daily.)  It is through the sharing of our testimony, and the visible ways that God has transformed our lives, that those around us will know that our God is LORD.

?
Do your actions, attitudes, words and thoughts display a heart transformation?  Can others see that you have turned from yourself and turned to God?

S
Read Matthew 3:1-2:
“1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Wilderness of Judea ​2 and saying, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near!”
?
What was John telling the people they should do?  (Repent)  Why was he telling them to repent?  (because the kingdom of heaven has come near)  
T
When the kingdom of heaven is near, those who have not yet turned from their sins will be drawn to God.  Many youth accept Jesus as their King while they are children.  It might seem like they have experienced little or no life change once they give their life to God.  However, the focus of repentance is a total life change.  Even as children we are focused on ourselves (wanting to have our own way, being selfish, not wanting to share, etc.).  Once the kingdom of heaven has come near to you and you repent of your sins, those self-centered desires should be replaced with desires to do God’s will and to share Him with others every chance you get.  True repentance is turning away from yourself and turning to God.
?
Who do you know that has not experienced the freedom that God offers through Jesus Christ?  (Students don’t need to mention anyone’s name, just to think of one person they come in contact with regularly who is not a child of the King.)  What can you do this week to bring the Kingdom of God a little closer to them?  (write a letter, give them a tract, pray for them, bring them their favorite candy bar with a scripture verse attached to it, etc.)  Now, will you commit to doing one thing for your friend this week?

T
Remember we just plant and water; then we pray that God’s kingdom comes near enough to draw your friend to repentance.  God is the One Who can grow the seeds planted. 
CLOSING PRAYER 

Pray that God will open up opportunities for the students in your small groups to share their King with people in their lives.  Pray for the commitments that each of the students made, not only that they will keep the promise, but that God will bless it.
