Session 5 – His Kingdom Lives
LEADER MATERIALS
· Copies of the Growing Daily questions for students to take home and work on individually.
· Index cards for students to write out the power verse for this week.

· Pens and/or pencils

· Bibles
· A cell phone

· A printed copy of the Lord’s Prayer for each student to have.  (This can be as simple as an index card on which you have written out the Lord’s Prayer or it can be as elaborate as a printed version placed in a frame.  Be creative, do something that best fits your small group.)

LEADER PREP

Prior to this session, on Day 2 of Growing Daily, students were asked to “Write down an activity that you know is taking up more of your time that it should.  Talk with your parents or guardians and pray about fasting from this activity.”    Write an encouraging letter to each of your students this week telling them that you are praying for them as they consider committing themselves to fast from something this week.

Take time to make contact with each student that has been attending your small group.  When you make contact with your student, make sure that you include in your letter, text, or conversation a quick encouraging reminder to be working on memorizing this week’s Power Verse.

Read Pages 205-245, the fifth section from Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God

VERSE REVIEW
Ask for a volunteer to share the Power verse that they memorized from last week’s session.  (“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”.  Matthew 6:6)  Ask students how they have had the opportunity this week to live this verse out in their homes, schools, sports activities, etc.   
DISCUSION
I
Ask the students how many of them have a cell phone.  Ask them to get it out (or use your own) and have someone explain why we use a cell phone.  (Talking to people, texting, games, internet access, a way for our parents to know where we are, etc.)  Ask each student how many minutes they use on their cell phone in a month.  Do they have limited minutes, unlimited weekend time, unlimited text messaging?  What happens if they go over their minutes?  What if their plan does not include unlimited weekends or texting?  (There is a penalty – they are charged an increased fee for the excess minutes used.)
?
How would you feel if you were lost and your cell phone was out of range and you didn’t have a way to get in touch with anyone?  What would you do if you were out of gas and couldn’t let anyone know because your cell phone service was out of range?  (Scared, nervous, hopeless, etc.)
T
God has given us a “cell phone” if you will.  He doesn’t give any penalties for using it too much, in fact He encourages us to wear it out.  He doesn’t put limits on your time or charge you extra if you are “out of range” because you are never out of range.  When you feel like your spiritual tank is on empty, you have immediate and free access to the God of the universe.  He will willingly fill you up with Himself - no hidden fees or charges.
?
What is this “cell phone” that God has given His kingdom people?  (Prayer) So how do we pray? (Verses below answer this question)
S
Read Matthew 6:9-13:
9”Therefore, you should pray like this:  Our Father in heaven, You name be honored as holy.  10 Your kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily bread.  12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 And do not bring us into temptations, but deliver us from the evil one.  For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.”
?
What were the main focuses of Jesus’ prayer?  (God and fulfilling His will and being used for His work)  What are usually the main focuses of your prayers?  (Youself, your friends, your family, etc.)
T
Often our prayers are more focused on “me and mine,” whereas Jesus teaches us to pray focused on “Thee and Thine”.  (Hand out the copies of the Lord’s Prayer that you were asked to have under the materials section.)   
A
Ask students to underline the phrases in this prayer that encourage them to:

1. Embody God’s Name  (Represent God): “Your name be honored as holy,” “as we also have forgiven our debtors,” “Do not bring us into temptation,”

2. Embrace God’s Mission (Show His love to the world), “Your Kingdom come,” “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” “as we also have forgiven our debtors”

3. Obey God’s Word (Live in His will) “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”, “For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever”, “
Have students share their answers and how they feel the phrases they underlined fulfill each of these actions.
?
What did Jesus call God in His prayer?  (Father)

T
It is one thing to know that God is the Creator and King; even the demons know that (James 2:19). It’s a whole other thing to know God as your Father and to realize that He wants you to be part of His Kingdom as His child.  Wow!  What an awesome responsibility. 
S
Read Matthew 6:8:
“Don’ be like them, because your Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.”

?
If God already knows what we need before we ask Him, why do we  need to pray?  Does it even matter?  What does prayer do?  (Give students an opportunity to really ponder these questions.  They may not offer any answer right away because of the magnitude of this thought. Don’t worry you’re about to give them the answer!)

T
There are many reasons to pray and many things that prayer accomplishes.  We will only talk about two.  
1.  Prayer molds our heart to God’s will.  There may be times when you are praying to God, or asking Him for something that is totally out of His will.  (Example: In kindergarten you may have really liked another child in your class…you may have even prayed to God that He would let them like you back.  Most likely you wouldn’t still be praying that prayer today.  Usually our hearts desire changes as we mature.)  Even Jesus prayed for His heart’s desire when he asked God to remove this cup from me, right before He was crucified (Mark 14:36).  Yet He followed that request with asking that God’s will be done.  Notice God didn’t answer Jesus’ first request that the cup be removed.  Instead He answered the second request, that His will be done.  The more we pray the more open we are to the heartbeat of God, to His will. 
2. Prayer is like a fast-forward button.  When we are seeking God’s will, and asking that He show us the Kingdom work that  He has waiting for us to accomplish, God will show it to us.
?
What is the Kingdom work God has laid out for you?  Have you asked Him to open your eyes to ways that you can be used for the growth of His Kingdom?  Ask for students to share something that they have done recently to further the Kingdom, or have them share about an opportunity God has given them that they have not yet taken, or are still working on.  (Example: witnessing to a friend or family member, writing a paper in school that glorifies His Name, having a better attitude with your parents or siblings, etc.)

S
Read Matthew 6:19-21:
“19 Don’t collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.  20 But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal.  21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
?
What motivates you?  (Your favorite football team, being a good athlete, getting good grades, getting the next high, being popular)  Why do those things motivate you?  (Usually we want the approval of those around us.)
T
The Bible tells us that nothing of this world will last.  Everything will come to an end - except the things of God.  They endure throughout eternity.  So why do we focus on gaining so much in this world?  In the scheme of eternity it won’t matter if you won the state championship, were valedictorian of your class, had a perfect ACT or SAT score, or were the homecoming queen.  The approval of other people is what makes us want to attain these things.  We’re not saying being any of these things are bad, but if they become your priority instead of God’s approval, then you have allowed them to become an idol in your life.  
?
What is something you can do to make a difference for eternity?  
I
We’ve talked a lot about seeing different Kingdom opportunities, but how do we become more aware of the Kingdom work God has placed in front of us?  It’s kind of like a cell phone.  You really don’t notice or pay much attention to the type of cell phones people have - until you get one.  Once you have your own cell phone you become more and more aware of who has the same phone as you.  Before you weren’t really paying attention or looking for a certain type of phone.  But once you have one, you couldn’t help but notice everyone else’s.  It’s the same way with Kingdom growth.  You’ve got to pray that God will show you His will.  Then once you see that first opportunity to do Kingdom work, it will become easier and easier to see them.  Before now you may not have been really paying attention or looking for kingdom opportunities.  But once you pray for God to reveal them, and you begin doing Kingdom work, you can’t help but notice all the Kingdom work that will surround your daily routines.
S
Read John 5:20:
“For the Father loves the Son and shows Him everything He is doing, and He will show Him greater works than these so that you will be amazed.”

?
When is the last time you asked God to show you what He is doing around you?  Have you ever asked God to reveal the Kingdom opportunities surrounding your day?  (School, home, sports, mall, etc.)
CLOSING PRAYER   

Pray that God will help to open the eyes of the students in your small group to see what Kingdom activity is surrounding their daily lives.  Ask that once their eyes become more opened to opportunities to do His work, that they will rely on His strength to follow through with the action needed.   
