Session 6 – His Kingdom Never Ends
LEADER MATERIALS
· Copies of the Growing Daily questions for students to take home and work on individually.
· Index cards for students to write out the power verse for this week.

· Pens and/or pencils

· Bibles
· Printout of the Growing Daily – Week 1, Day 1

· 2 Poster Boards
· Markers 

· CD: Arise My Love…Best of Newsong,  “Jesus to the World” by Newsong.  Download the song at iTunes or some other online music store.  After downloading, be sure to listen to it.  Have a copy of the lyrics for each student in your group.  If copies are created, be sure to include all necessary copyright information somewhere on the handout.

LEADER PREP

Take time to make contact with each student that has been attending your small group. 
 When you make contact with your student, make sure that you include in your letter, text, or conversation a quick encouraging reminder to be working on memorizing this week’s Power Verse.

Read Pages 253-293, the sixth section from Empowering Kingdom Growth: The Heartbeat of God.

VERSE REVIEW
   Ask for a volunteer to share the Power Verse that they memorized from last week’s session.  (“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:21)  Ask students how they have had the opportunity this week to live this verse out in their homes, schools, sports activities, etc.   
DISCUSSION
I
Ask students if they have ever had a substitute teacher come into their classroom.  (If you have many homeschooled students you can ask if one parent ever took over teaching for a day or so because the other parent was sick or out of town.  You could also apply this to substitute Sunday School teachers or small group leaders.) Ask how smoothly the class ran.  Were students following instructions and getting their work done, or was the class completely chaotic and a waste of time?  
A
As Kingdom people, we are like substitute teachers.  The main purpose for a substitute teacher is to represent the teacher, show the students what the teacher wants them to learn, and to follow the instructions the teacher has left behind.  The substitute is supposed to carry out these responsibilities until the teacher returns.  This is just like us as Kingdom people representing God (Embody His Name), showing His love to the world (Embrace His Mission) and living in His will (Obey His Word).  As Kingdom people, we are also supposed to carry out these responsibilities until the King returns.  
?
What kind of “substitute” have you been as a representative of the King?  Have you taken the responsibility of Empowering Kingdom Growth seriously and obeyed the instructions God has asked you to fulfill?  Or, are you wasting your time by allowing the Kingdom opportunities around you to slip away?

S
Read Matthew 16:13-19:
“13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  15 “But you,”  He asked them, “who do you say that I am?”  16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!”  17 And Jesus responded, “Simon son of Jonah, you are blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven.  18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the forces of Hades will not overpower it.  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth is already bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosed in heaven”.”

?
Who did people in the passage say that Jesus was?  (John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.)  Who do people you come into contact with on a daily basis say that Jesus is?  (A good man, a teacher, a rabbi, one of many ways to heaven?)  Who is Jesus really?  (The Messiah, the Son of the living God!!!)
T
This is an enormous turning point for the disciples because Jesus is revealing to them that He is the Messiah.  Being Kingdom people we should realize that Jesus is the Messiah, but do our lives truly portray Him as our king, or something else?  W often spend more focus on our friends than on our Father, more focus on our stuff than on our Savior.  
?
What did Jesus tell Peter He would build on this rock?  (His church)
T
We must realize that the church is not the same thing as the Kingdom.  The Kingdom is much bigger than the church.  God’s kingdom is enormous, unshakable and eternal.  

?
So what is the purpose of the church?

T
The church is the tool that God uses to further His Kingdom.  The church has been given the keys to unlock the Kingdom of heaven.  

?
What are these keys?  How can the church unlock the Kingdom of heaven?  (The gospel)  So how should a church work, how should a church function as God’s tool?

S
Read Acts 2:42-47:
“42​ And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers.  43 Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles.  ​44 Now all the believers were together and had everything in common.  45 So they sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need.  46 And every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and broke bread from house to house.  They ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people.  And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved.”
A
Have students give examples from Acts 2:42-47 of how the early church was being a tool for God’s Kingdom.  (Use one of your poster boards to record the answers.)  Now have students also come up with a list of how your small group, the youth group and your church body as a whole are currently being used as a tool for God’s Kingdom.  (Use the other poster board to record these answers.)
S
Read Acts 19:5-8:
“5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began to speak with other languages and to prophesy.  7 Now there were about 12 men in all.  8 The he entered the synagogue and spoke boldly over a period of three months, engaging in discussion and trying to persuade them about eh things related to the kingdom of God.”

T
These passages tell us about Paul and the messages of the New Testament church.  In verse 5 we can read that the church talked about salvation and that people became Christians.  However, the story doesn’t end there.  Verse 8 tells us that they talked about salvation with a purpose.  God has purposely created you for Himself, to be His Kingdom agent.  We each have a purpose – and not just any purpose.  We have a God-given purpose.  Kingdom activity is not just for the church; it is also for the individual.

S
Read Acts 28:30-31.

“30 Then he (Paul) stayed two whole years in his own rented house.  And he welcomed all who visited him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with full boldness and without hindrance.”
?
Do you take your purpose as a Kingdom agent seriously?  Do you go out “with full boldness” proclaiming Him and looking for opportunities to further His Kingdom?  If not, what is hindering you right now from being sold out for Him?
A
Hand out copies of Growing Daily – Week 1, Day 1.  Have students take the time to write down the times and their answers to the questions.  (This may take a few minutes, be sure to give them enough time, for every student to complete the task.)  Ask them how their schedules and lives have changed as a result of becoming more aware of their role in the Kingdom opportunities around them.  Remind students that just as His Kingdom never ends, neither should the time we spend learning more about Him and growing closer to Him.  We should continually be looking for Kingdom opportunities and we should continually be playing an active role in Empowering Kingdom Growth. (Play the song, “Jesus to the World” by Newsong and provide a copy of the lyrics to each student in your small group.”)
CLOSING PRAYER   

Pray that all students in your small group will catch the heartbeat of God for themselves.  Ask that God help students to realize that we have not come to the end of a study but to the beginning of a life long journey of Embodying God’s Name, Embracing His Mission, and Obeying His Word.
 
