
PRAY FOR LABORERS


MATTHEW 9: 35-38


NOVEMBER 12, 2006 A.M.

INTRODUCTION

A.
SOME OF YOU WILL REMEMBER THE 2005 NEWS STORY RELATED TO A RUSSIAN SUBMARINE TRAPPED UNDER 625 FEET OF SEA WATER DURING A MILITARY EXERCISE OFF THE COAST OFF THE KAMCHATKA PENINSULA.

1.
THE MANNED SUBMERSIBLE WAS TANGLED IN FISHING NETS.

2.
THE CREW WAS TRAPPED 3 DAYS AND WAS BEGINNING TO RUN LOW ON OXYGEN AND SUFFER FROM LOW TEMPERATURES.

3.
POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES WERE PUT ASIDE AS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY RUSHED TO THE SCENE AND INVOLVED ITSELF IN THE HEROIC RESCUE OF THESE MEN WHO WERE IN A BATTLE FOR THEIR LIVES.

4.
WHEN THEY WERE RESCUED THE WORLD CELEBRATED.

B.
NOW, PICTURE THE PEOPLE YOU ARE AROUND EVERY DAY.

1.
MANY OF THEM ARE TRAPPED IN A SEA OF PROBLEMS, PAIN, SORROW, SIN, GUILT, UNFORGIVENESS, ADDICTIONS, AND THE LIST GOES ON.

2.
MANY, LIKE THOSE 7 RUSSIAN SAILORS, KNOW THEY ARE TRAPPED.  SOME DO NOT.

C.
NOW PICTURE THE CHURCH. 
1.
WHAT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH?

a.
IS IT TO MERELY PROVIDE A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE WHO ARE TRAPPED CAN COME ON SUNDAY AND HOPEFULLY BE RESCUED?

b.
AUTHOR REGGIE McNEAL, SAYS, “DO YOU THINK THESE PEOPLE STRUGGLED WITH A DECISION THIS MORNING OF WHETHER TO ATTEND CHURCH OR TO GO OUT FOR A SAUSAGE BISCUIT?  ARE YOU KIDDING? THE CHURCH IS NOT EVEN ON THEIR RADAR SCREEN.”

2.
THE ISSUE IS NOT HOW DO WE DO CHURCH BETTER; IT IS HOW TO WE BETTER BECOME THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD WHERE WE LIVE EVERYDAY?

C.
LEST YOU THINK I AM A PESSIMIST, THERE IS HOPE.

D.
JESUS ADDRESSED THIS ISSUE CLEARLY AND DIRECTLY IN MATTHEW 9.

I. THERE IS A DESPERATE NEED.

I. MATTHEW 9:36 SAY, JESUS IS MOVED WITH COMPASSION.

I. “JESUS REFLECTS A GUT LEVEL COMPASSION FOR A SEA OF HUMANITY WHO HAD DESPERATE SPIRITUAL NEEDS.”

I. JESUS HAS BEEN TEACHING AND PREACHING IN THE VILLAGES AND CITIES OF GALILEE.  HE HAS ENCOUNTERED HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE.

I. HISTORIANS TELL US THERE WERE MORE THAN 200 CITIES AND VILLAGES IN THE REGION OF GALILEE, WHICH WAS ABOUT 70 MILES BY 40 MILES IN AREA.

I. IT IS ESTIMATED THE SMALLEST VILLAGES AND CITIES CONTAINED A MINIMUM OF 15000 PEOPLE. 

I. JESUS CHARACTERIZED THESE PEOPLE AS SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD.

I. THEY HAD NO DIRECTION;  NO REAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THEY WERE CREATED.

I.  JESUS POINTS OUT THEY WERE “WEARY AND SCATTERED.”

I. ANOTHER TRANSLATION SAYS, “THEY WERE HARASSED AND HELPLESS.”

I. THE LITERAL MEANING:  “TORN AND THROWN DOWN.”
I. ALL AROUND US IS A SEA OF HUMANITY; PEOPLE WHO ARE TORN AND THROWN DOWN.

I. I WAS MARRIED FOR 17 YEARS TO A MAN WHO HAD RUN FROM RESPONSIBILITIES HIS WHOLE LIFE. DURING THE 18TH YEAR HE DECIDED HE DIDN'T WANT TO BE MARRIED ANY MORE AND LEFT WITH ANOTHER WOMAN.  HE NOT ONLY WALKED OUT ON ME BUT ON OUR TWO TEENAGE BOYS, TOO. I WAS LEFT WITH LITTLE TO NO MARKETABLE SKILLS TO SUPPORT MYSELF AND MY SONS AND NO MONEY FOR A LAWYER OR PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING FOR ANY OF US. I HAD NO IDEA HOW TO HELP MY SONS WHO WERE SO CONFUSED AND HURT BY ALL OF THESE LIFE CHANGES AND HOW TO HELP THEM SORT OUT TRUTH FROM LIES....

I. WHEN I CONFESSED TO MY WIFE THAT I HAD BEEN STRUGGLING WITH PORNOGRAPHY SINCE I WAS A CHILD, SHE WAS HURT AND DIDN'T UNDERSTAND THE ADDICTION, BUT SHE DIDN'T GIVE UP ON ME AND SUPPORTED ME THE BEST SHE KNEW HOW AS I STARTED TO RECOVER AND DO SPIRITUAL BATTLE WITH THIS SICKNESS. HOWEVER THE PEOPLE WHO WE KNEW AS "CLOSE AND INTIMATE FRIENDS" TURNED FROM CLOSE FRIENDS TO DISTANT ACQUAINTANCES BECAUSE THIS WASN'T WHAT A TRUE CHRISTIAN WOULD BE STRUGGLING WITH AND IT ISN'T TALKED ABOUT BECAUSE IT IS TOO EMBARRASSING AND SHAMEFUL TO ADMIT. NEEDLESS TO SAY WE WERE HURT AND FELT ABANDONED WHEN WE REALLY NEEDED SOME FRIENDS TO WALK BESIDE US. THANKFULLY MY PASTOR DIDN'T TURN HIS BACK ON US AND PUT US IN TOUCH WITH SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTOOD THE ADDICTION AND HELPED US GET STATED ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY AND HEALING FOR OUR MARRIAGE.

I. THE BIBLE TEACHES GOD IS ON A REDEMPTIVE MISSION TO THE WORLD.

I. HIS MISSION IS TO BRING TRANSFORMATION TO PEOPLE WHO DESPERATELY NEED TRANSFORMING.

I. THE GOSPEL HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND WILL ALWAYS BE ABOUT TRANSFORMATION.

I. MARK 2: 16, 17 “WHEN THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW WHO WERE PHARISEES SAW HIM EATING WITH THE SINNERS AND TAX COLLECTORS, THEY ASKED HIS DISCIPLES:  WHY DOES HE EAT WITH TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS?  ON HEARING THIS, JESUS SAID TO THEM, IT IS NOT THE HEALTHY WHO NEED A DOCTOR BUT THE SICK.  I HAVE NOT COME TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS.”

I. LUKE 4: 18,19 “THE SPIRIT O THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HAS SENT ME TO HEAL THE BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED...”

I. THERE IS ANOTHER DESPERATE NEED ADDRESSED BY JESUS IN THIS PASSAGE.  IT IS A NEED FOR LABORERS.

I. NOT MORE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE. THERE ARE PLENTY OF THOSE.

I. NOT MORE CHURCH ACTIVITY.  BELIEVE ME THERE IS MORE THAN ENOUGH OF THAT.

I. THERE IS A NEED FOR PEOPLE WHO WILL ACT LIKE JESUS IN THE WORLD.

I. WE ARE MOST LIKE JESUS WHEN WE DO WHAT JESUS DID.
I. WE ARE WORSHIPING JESUS BEST WHEN WE ARE SERVING OTHERS IN HIS NAME.

I. MATTHEW 25:35 “FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO EAT; I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO DRINK; I WAS A STRANGER....”

I. OK, YOU GET THE GIST!  WE SERVE OTHERS AND WE ARE SERVING JESUS.

I. I AM AFRAID, IN LARGE PART, WE HAVE ABANDONED THIS CALL FOR LABORERS FOR OUR COMFORTABLE RELIGION.

I. DON’T DESPAIR.  ONCE AGAIN THERE IS HOPE.

II. THERE IS A DEPENDABLE RESOURCE.

II. I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT ANOTHER PROGRAM.

II. I AM TALKING ABOUT PASSION AND POWER.

II. JESUS SAID, THERE IS A CRISIS SO DO WHAT?

II. ADD ANOTHER MEETING TO THE CHURCH CALENDAR?

II. SHUT THE DOORS AND PRETEND THERE ISN’T A CRISIS?

II. ONLY ALLOW NON-CRISIS PEOPLE IN?

II. HE SAID PRAY.

II. IS THERE A CRISIS TODAY?

II. MORAL CRISIS.

II. MARRIAGE CRISIS.

II. ADDICTION CRISIS.

II. VALUES CRISIS.

II. CRISIS OF PAIN AND SUFFERING.

II. LONELINESS.

II. DOES PRAYING WORK?

II. I KNOW AN ORGANIZATION THAT TRIED IT AND GOT PHENOMENAL, EVEN MIRACULOUS RESULTS.

II. THAT ORGANIZATION WAS THE 1ST CENTURY CHURCH.

II. OF COURSE, THEY DIDN’T HAVE ANYTHING ELSE, SO THEY HAD TO PRAY.  

II. MAYBE THAT’S WHY WE DON’T.

II. READ THE BOOK OF ACTS.

II. THERE ARE 28 CHAPTERS.

II. 13 CHAPTERS MENTION PRAYER A MINIMUM OF ONE TIME, AND MANY CHAPTERS MUCH MORE THAN THAT.

II. WHEN DID THE CHURCH PRAY?

II. ACTS 1: WHEN THEY WERE WAITING FOR THE POWER OF GOD TO COME ON THEM.

II. ACTS 2: WHEN NEW BELIEVERS WERE BEING ADDED TO THE FELLOWSHIP.

II. ACTS 4: WHEN THEY FACED OPPOSITION.

II. ACTS 6: WHEN THE CHURCH WAS OUTGROWING THE LEADER’S ABILITY TO DO ALL THE MINISTRY THEMSELVES.

II. ACTS 10: WHEN PETER’S EYES WERE OPENED TO A WORLD HE HAD BEEN UNWILLING TO REACH OUT TO.

II. ACTS 13: WHEN PEOPLE WERE NEEDED TO TAKE THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD.

II. THE RESULTS ARE OBVIOUS TO ALL WHO ARE HERE TODAY.

II. THIS IS SO DIFFERENT FROM TODAY.

II. THE HARVEST HASN’T CHANGED.

II. THE CHANGE HAS BEEN AMONG THE LABOR FORCE.

II. AS PRAYER HAS DIMINISHED SO HAS POWER AND PURPOSE.

II. WE NOW TRY THROUGH OUR PROGRAMS AND MACHINERY TO DUPLICATE THE EARLY CHURCH.  IT CAN’T BE DONE.

II. “GOD DOESN’T HAVE TO SHOW UP TO GET DONE WHAT’S BEING DONE.  CULTURE DOESN’T WANT THE POWERLESS GOD OF THE MODERN CHURCH.”

II. AGAIN THERE IS HOPE!

III. THERE CAN BE A DIVERSE LABOR FORCE.

III. JESUS DIDN’T TELL US TO PRAY FOR THE HARVEST.

III. HE SAID PRAY FOR LABORERS.

III. PEOPLE WHO WILL ABANDON CHURCH-ANITY FOR BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY.

III. PEOPLE WHO WILL JUMP INTO THE WORLD AND TAKE JESUS THERE.

III. THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS TO DO THIS.

III. WHILE WE ARE DEBATING THE RIGHT WAY AND THE WRONG WAY THE HARVEST IS BEING LOST IN THE FIELD.

III. WHILE WE, BIBLE BELIEVING CHRISTIANS,  ARE DEBATING OUR THEOLOGY WE ARE NOT PRACTICING CHRISTOLOGY IN THE WORLD OF HUMANITY WHO NEEDS OUR GOSPEL.

III. GOD CALLS US TO BE HARVESTERS. WHEN WE ARE, WE ARE THEN ACTING LIKE JESUS.
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