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INTRODUCTION

A.
THIS IS THE LAST SERMON IN THIS SERIES ON THE CHURCH.

B.
WE ARE CONCLUDING WITH A MOST IMPORTANT TOPIC.

C.
AS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST WE MUST NEVER BE ASHAMED OF THE BRIDE-GROOM! 

D.
NOR CAN WE BE ASHAMED TO SHARE HIS MESSAGE WITH OTHERS.

E.
ROMANS 1:16

F.
WHY DOES THE CHURCH EXIST?

1.
IN A SURVEY OF 1000 CHURCH ATTENDERS WHEN ASKED THAT QUESTION, 89% SAID “THE CHURCH’S PURPOSE WAS TO TAKE CARE OF MY FAMILY’S AND MY SPIRITUAL NEEDS.”  

2.
ONLY 11% SAID THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH WAS TO BRING THE WORLD TO JESUS CHRIST.

G.
THIS IS MUCH DIFFERENT THAN PAUL’S ASSESSMENT IN ROMANS 1.

1.
HE STATED, I HAVE GOOD NEWS TO TELL, AND I MUST TELL IT.

2.
YOU HAVE GOOD NEWS TO TELL TO, IF YOU KNOW JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR.

H.
I WANT TO SHARE 4 MOTIVATIONAL TRUTHS THAT WILL HELP YOU TELL THE GOOD NEWS YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED.

I. IT IS SOMETHING REAL IN YOUR LIFE.  VS. 1-6.

I. PAUL SAYS THIS IS REAL.  IT IS SO REAL I HAVE MADE MYSELF OF A SERVANT OF THIS JESUS WHOSE NEWS I TELL YOU.

I. THE WORD FOR SERVANT WOULD MEAN SOMETHING TO THE ROMANS, BECAUSE IT IS THE WORD “SLAVE.”

I. THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 60 MILLION SLAVES IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

I. OUTSIDE CHRIST THE WORD “SLAVE” IS A VERY NEGATIVE AND DEMEANING TERM.  

I. THE DIFFERENCE WITH CHRIST IS HE DOES NOT DEMEAN YOU OR DEVALUE YOU WHEN YOU BECOME HIS SERVANT.

I. BEING A SLAVE TO CHRIST IS NOT A CRUEL THING IT IS A WONDERFUL THING.

I. BECAUSE HIS STORY IS REAL IN YOUR LIFE YOU HAVE BEEN SET APART FOR A PURPOSE.

I. PAUL, IN VERSE ONE, SAYS HE HAS BEEN SET APART FOR THE GOOD NEWS.

I. IN VERSE 7 HE CALLS THE CHRISTIANS IN ROME, SAINTS.  THE WORD MEANS “SET APART.”

I. YOU HAVE BEEN SET APART TO LOVE GOD AND TO HELP OTHERS KNOW AND LOVE HIM.

I. YOU ARE HIS WITNESS!

I. A WITNESS IN COURT, DOESN’T ARGUE THE CASE OR EVEN PRESS FOR A VERDICT.

I. A WITNESS SIMPLY SHARES WHAT HE HAS SEEN OR EXPERIENCED.

II. IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

II. PAUL WAS NOT ASHAMED, BECAUSE HE WAS TAKING TO ROME THE ONE MESSAGE THAT HAD THE POWER TO CHANGE MEN’S LIVES.

II. PAUL’S WORLD WAS IN TURMOIL AND SO IS OURS.

II. THERE IS A SERIOUS LACK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

II. ROMANS 1:17 TELLS US IN CHRIST THERE IS A RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT IS NOT FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE.

II. I AM STILL CONVINCED THE HOPE OF THE WORLD IS LIVES CHANGED ONE AT A TIME THROUGH CHRIST.

II. HOW WHAT YOU TELL ABOUT CHRIST MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

II. IT CONTINUES THE MINISTRY OF JESUS.

II. IF YOU COME TO HIM, YOU ARE TO GO FOR HIM.

II. IT IS MANDATORY WE TAKE CHRIST TO THE WORLD.

II. “THE GREAT COMMISSION IS NOT THE GREAT SUGGESTION.”

II. EZEKIEL 3:18

II. THE GREATEST THING YOU CAN DO FOR A PERSON IS TELL THEM WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO YOU.

II. IF YOU HAD A CURE FOR CANCER OR FOR AIDS AND DIDN’T SHARE IT HOW CRUEL WOULD THAT BE?

II. YOU HAVE THE ANSWER TO FORGIVENESS, PEACE, AND ETERNAL LIFE AND DON’T SHARE IT, HOW CRUEL IS THAT?

II. IT HAS ETERNAL VALUE.

II. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE AT STAKE.

II. THE CLOCK IS TICKING.

II. THE CONCLUSION OF HISTORY IS ATTACHED TO IT.  MATTHEW 24:14.

III. YOUR STORY IS CONTAGIOUS.  VS. 8.

III. “ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME.” A WITNESS FOR CHRIST SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

III. WHEN YOU ARE EXCITED ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE CHRIST HAS MADE IN YOUR LIFE IT IS CONTAGIOUS.

III. GOOD NEWS IS CONTAGIOUS NEWS.

III. ILLUSTRATION FACE BOOK!

III. NEWS TRAVELS FAST.

III. NOTHING EXCITES AN INDIVIDUAL OR A CHURCH LIKE BEING PART OF SOMEONE HEARING THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST AND BEING CHANGED BY THE POWER OF THE MESSAGE.

IV. YOUR STORY IS INCLUSIVE.  VS. 13-14.

IV. ANYONE AND EVERYONE CAN RESPOND TO THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.

IV. THERE ARE NO BARRIERS.

IV. IT IS THE SAME FOR EVERYONE.

IV. PAUL FELT A BURDEN FOR ALL MEN.

IV. WE NEED TO FEEL A BURDEN FOR THE WORLD AS WELL.

